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- 


leration, firft Printed in Latin this 
| very Year, in Holland, has already 
been Lag yo; both into Dutch and French. 
So general and ſpeedy an Approbation may tHhere- 
fore beſpeak its favourable Reception” in Eng. 
land, ' I think*1ndeed there" is no-Nation ih 
Heaven, in which'ſo mach has already' bee 
upon that SubjeF, as Ours.. But yet certain 
there is no People that fland' in more need of 
having ſomething further both ſaid and' dune 4» 
mongft them, in this Point, than We do. _ 

Qur Government hgs not only been partial in 
Matters of Religion; but thoſe” alſo who have 
ſuffered under that Partiality,  ahnd have 'there- 
fore endeavaured by their Writings td winidicate 
their own Rights and Liberties, havi"far the 
moft part done it upon narrow Principles, - ſuited 
only to the Intereſts of their own Sefs.. | 

This narrawneſs of Spirit on all ſides has 
undoubtedly been the principal Occaſion of our 
Miſeries and Confuſions, But whatever have 
been the Occaſion, it is now high time to ſeek 

for a throw Cure. We have need of more ge- 
nerows Remedies than what have yt been made 
A 2 uſe 
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uſe of in our Diſtemper, It #s neither Declara- 
tions of Indulgence, nor ARs of Comprehen- 
fion, ſuch as have yet been praftiſed or projefted 
among ſt us, that can do the Work, The firſt 
will but palliate, the ſecond encreaſe our Evil. 
Abſalute Liberty, Juſt and True Liberty, E- 
ual and Impgrtial Liberty,” #s the thing that we 
Rand in need of. Now tho this has indeed been 
ach talked of, I doubt it has not been much 
.#mderfioad ; Tam ſure not at all praftiſed, either 
by our Governours towards the People, in ge- 
neral, or by any diſſenting Parties of the People 
towards one another. - 
...._T cannot therefore but hope, that this Dil- 
courſe, which treats of that Subje,, however 
briefly, : yet more exatly than any we have yet 
ſeen, demanſtrating both the Equitablene(s.. and 
-.Pratticableneſs of the thing, will he efleemed 
highly ſeaſonable, by all Men that have Souls 
large enough to prefer the tru? Interet of the 
.Publick befare that of a Party. 
Mt is for the uſe. of ſuch as are already. ſo 
ſpannted,. or to-inſpire that Spirit into thoſe that 
. &re mot, that IT have Tranſlated it intq._ our 
, Language.. - But the thing it ſelf is ſo ſhort, 
that it will not bear a longer Preface. Tleave 
it therefore to the Conſideration of my Country- 
men, and heartily wiſh they may make the uſe of 
i that #t appears to be deſigned for, 
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Hmoured Sir, 


INCE you are pleaſed ro inquire 
what are my Thoughts abour the 
murual Toleration of Chriſtians 1n 
their different Profeſſions of  Religt- 
on, I muſt needs anſwer you freely, 
That I eftcem that Toleration to be the 


; . Chief CharaQteriſtical Mark of the "True 


Church. For wharſoever ſome People boaſt 


ofthe Antiquity of Places and Names, or of 


rhe Pomp- of their Outward Worſhip 3 O- 
thers, -of 'the Reformation of their | Diſci- 
pline 3 ' All, of the 'Orrhodoxy of their Faith 3 
{for every 'one 1s Orthodox - to himfelf:) 
theſe things, and all others of this nature, 
are much rather Marks of Men ſtriving for 
Power and Empire over one another, than of 
che Church of Chriſt.” . Ler any one: have 
"4 A3 ncver 
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oþ h ; If 
never ſo truea Claim to ail theſe things, yer Be 
f . he be deſtitute oi Charity, Meekneſs, and ch 
G60d-will in general towards it mankind; en 
even to thoſe thar are. not Chriſtians, he 1s ”_ 
certainly yer ſhort of being a true Chriſti- 4 
Luk. 22.35, himſelf, The Kings of the | pr 
1. Gentiles exerciſe Lofdſhip over | ©& 
them, Aaid our Saviour te his Diſciples but 7! | 
ye ſhall not be ſo. The Bulineſs of True ! 
Religion 1s quite another 'ripng., Jt 1s Bor 
inſticured in order to the ere&ing of an ex- _ 
ternal Pomp, ,nor to the obtaining of Ec- || 


cleflaſticdl Domunigy, rior to the” exey= | _. 
cifing of Compulſive Force; but ro the A. 
regulating of Mens Lives according ro the fF » 
Rules of Vertue and Picty. Whoſoever will þ 
liſthimſelf under the. Banner cf Ghriſt, muſt |} 
in; che-hoſt place, and above all chings, make | », 
War upon his own, Luſts age Yices... It s in | 


v r, any. Man-to uſury the Naftie of |\ = 

Chirithian, NR Holineſs of: Life, Puriry b 

of -Manners, and Benigniry and Meckneſs of if 

Spirit. ; mn 

| . Thou when thou art; converted, } i 

Tube 22.  firengthen thy Brethren, (aid. gur. | | 
1 


; :.j = Lord co,Peter..; It would indeed ti 
be very.hard for gne, chat appears.carclefs a- { 
bout his own Salvation, toperſwade me thas 
e Were EXtreamily. congerird for mine. For it 
1s impoſhible that thoſe ſhould ſincerely and y 
heartily apply themſclves ro make other Peo- } 
ple Chriſtians, who have not really embra+ - 
ced the Chriſtian Religion intheir own Hears 


i 
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If the Goſpel and the Apoſtles may be cre 
diced, no Man can be a Chriſtian withour 
Charity, and without that Faith which works, 
not by Force, but by Love. Now I 
to the Conſciences of rhoſe that perſecute, 
rarment, deſtroy, and kill other Men upon 
pretence of Religion, whecher rhey do it our 
of Friendſhip and Kindneſs towards them, 
or no ; And I ſhall then indeed, and not till 
then, believe they do ia, when I ſhall ſee 
thole ficry Zealors corretting, in the ſame 
manner, their Friends «nd familiar Acquain- 
rance, for the manifeſt Sins they commir a- 
gainſt rhe Precepts of the Goſpel; when I 
ſhall ſee chem proſecure with Fire and Sword 
the Members of their own Communion thar 
are tainted with enormous Vices, and with- 
our Amendment are in danger of eternal 
Perditionz and when I ſhall ſee them thus 
expreſs their Love and Deſire of the Salvation. 
of rheir Souls, by rhe infli&ion of Torments, 
and exerciſe of all manner'of Cruelties. For 
if it be out of a Principle of Charity, as 
they pretend, and Love ro Mens Souls, that 
they deprive them of rheir Eſtates, maim 
them with corpora! Punifhments, ſtarve and 
rorment them 1n noiſom Priſons, and in the 
end even take away their Lives; I ſay, if all 
this be done meerly ro make Men Chriſti- 
ans, and procure their Salvation, Why then 
do they ſuffer Whoredom, Fraud, | 
Malice, and ſuch like enormities z a 
which (according to the Apoſtle) manifeſt - 
| A 4 | iy 
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» Birmm of Heatheniſh Corruption, to pre- 

ominare ſo much and abound amongſt their 
Flocks and People ? Theſe, and ſuch like 
things, are certainly more contrary to the 
Glory of God, to the Purity of the Church, 
and ro rhe Salvation of Souls, than any cons 
ſcientious Diflent from Eccleſiaſtical Decif:- 
ons, or Separation from Publick Wortſhip, 


whilſt accompanied wich Innocency of Life. *' 
Why chen does this burning Zeal for God, | 


for the Church,and for the Salvarion of Souls ; 
burning, I ſay, licerally, with Fire and Fag- 
gor , paſs by choſe moral Vices and Wick- 
ednefſes, without any Chaſtiſement, which 
are acknowledged by all Men to be diametri- 
cally oppofire to rhe Profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
ry ; and bend a'l its Nerves either to the in- 
troducing of Ceremonies, or to the eſta- 
bliſhmenr of Opinions, which for the moſt 
part are about nice and intricate Matters, that 
exceed the Capaciry of ordinary Underſtand - 
ings 2 Which of the Parties conrending a- 
bour theſe things is in rhe right, which of 
them 1s guilty of Schiſm or Hereſie 3 whether 
thoſe chat domineer or thoſe thac ſuffer ; will 
then ar laſt be manifeſt, when the Cauſe of 
ther Separarion comes to be judged of. He 
eertainly that follows Chritt, embraces his 
Dofrine, and bears his Yoke, tho he forſake 
beth Father and Mother, ſeparate from the 
Publick Aſſembly and Ceremonies of his 
Country, or whomſoever, or whatſoever elſe 
he relinquiſhes, will not then be judged an 

Heretick. Now 


ms hq Woe BY Lot Th yt won. 4 &f tk A 


GG ws ao wes v2, wy TH an A &t 


ppb.” TORR. 


We nk arc alt... ooo ——_ 


Ie” el 


A Letter concerning Toleration.. $ 
Now, tho" the Divifions that are-amongſt 
Secs ſhould. be allowed to. be never ſo ob- 
ſtruRive of the Salvation of Souls; yer ne- 
vertheleſs Adultery, Fornication, Gal 
Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idola- 
try, and fuch like things, cannot be denied to be 
Works of the Fleſh 5 concerning which the A- 
poſtle has expreſly declared, | that they who ds 
them. ſhall not inherit. the Kingdom: of God. 
Whoſoever therefore is ſincerely ſollicitous 
about the Kingdom of God, and thinks it his. 
Duty to endeavour the Enlargement of it a- 


 mongſt Men, ought to apply himſelf with no- 


leſs care and induſtry ro the rooting out of 
theſe Immoralicttes, than to the Extirpation 


. of Seas. Burt ifany one do otherwiſe, and 


whilſt he is cruel and implacable 'towards 
choſe thar differ from Fim in Opinion, he be 
indulgent to ſuch Iniquities and Immoralkies 
as are unbecoming the Name of a Chriſtian,ler 
ſuch a one talk never ſo much of the Church, 
he plainly demonſtrates by his Actions ,, 
that *cis another Kingdom he: aims at, and 
MG Advancement of _the. Kingdom. of 
Go . | P7 

That any Man ſhould think fic to-caufſe a+ 
nother Man, whoſe Salvation he heartily de- 
fixes, to expire in Torments, and that even 
in an unconverrted eſtate; would, I confels,, 


' ſeem very ſtrange to me 3, and, I think, ro- 


avy other alſo, Bur nc body, ſurely, will 
ever b=lieve that tuch a Carriage can pro» 
ceed from Charity , Love, or Good-wHl 

A 5 it 
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If any one maintain chat Men ought'ro be 
compelled by Fire and Sword to profeſs cer- 
rain DoQrines, and conform to this or 
that exteriour Worſhip, wichout any regard 
had unto their Morals 3 if any one endea- 
vour to convert thoſe that are Erroneous 
umo the Faich, by forcing them to profeſs 
things that they do not believe, and allowing 


rhem ro prattiſe things thar the Goſpel does | 


not it ; ir. cannot be doubred indeed 
bur tuch a one is deſirous to have a nume- 
rous Aſſembly joyned in the ſame Profeflion 
with himſelf : Bur chat he principally incends 
by thoſe means to compoſe a truly Chri- 
ſtian Church, is alcogether incredible. It 
is not therefore to be wondred at, if thoſe 
who do not really conrend for the Advance- 
ment of the true Religion, and of the Church 
of Chriſt, make uſe of Arms thar do not 
belong co the Chriſtian Warfare. If, like the 
Captain of our Salvation, they fincerely de- 
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fired. the Good of Souls, they would tread * 


in the Steps, and follow the perfet Exam- 
= of thar Prince of Peace 3 who ſent out 

is Soldiers to the ſubduing of Nations, and 
gathering chem inro his Church, nor armed 
with the Sword, or other Inſtruments of 
Force,vut prepared with the Goſpel of Peace, 
and with che Exemplary Holineſs of their 
Converſation. This was his Method. Tho? 
if Infidels were to be converced by force, if 
thofe that are either blind or obſtinate were 
10 be drawn off from their Errors by Armed 


Soldiers, | 
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{diers, we know very well that it was much 

re cafie for Him to do it, with Armiesof 

avenly Legions, than for any Son cf 
ſhe Church, how potent ſoever, with all his 
Dragoons. 

The Toleration of thoſe rhat differ from 


# others in Martrers of Religion, is ſo agreeable 


to the Goſpel of Jeſas Chriſt, and to the ge- 
nuine Reaſon of Mankind, that jt ſeems mon- 
ſtrous for Men co be fo blind, as not to per- 
ceive the Neceſity and Advantage of it, 
in ſo clear a Light, I will nor here tax the 
Pride and Ambition of ſome, the Paſſion and 
uncharitable Zeal of others, Theſe are Faults 
from which Humane Afﬀairs can perhaps 
ſcarce ever be perfeRly freed ; bur yer ſuch 
as no body will bear the plain Impuration. 
of, without covering them with ſome ſpeci- 
ous Colour ; and ſo pretend ro Commendati- 
on, whilſt they are carried away by their own 
irregular Paſſions. Buc however, that ſome 
may nor colour their ſpirit of Perſecution and: 
unchriſtian Cruelry, with a Pretence of Care 
of the Publick Weal, and Obſervation of the 
Laws ; and that others, under pretence of 
Religion, may not ſeek Impunity for thew 
Liberciniſm and Licentiouſnets;z in a word.. 
that none may impoſe eicher upon himſelf 
or orhers, by the Prerences of Loyalty and 
Obedience to the Prince, or of Tendernets 
and Sjncerity in the Worſhip of God; I e- 
ſteem ir above all things neceſſary vo diſtin- 
gutſh exaRly che Buſineſs of Civil Govern» 
menc 
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ment from that of Religion, and to ſettle is 
the juſt Bounds tharhe between the one and S 
the other. If this be nor done, there can be n> # p 
end pur co the Controverſies that will be al-# 
: ways arifing, between thoſe that have, or ar 


leaſt prerend to have, on the ane fide, a Con- N 
cernment for the Intereſt of Mens Souls, and | c 

b. on the other ſide, a Care of the Common- a 
wealch. rl 

The Commonwealth ſeems to me to be a t 

Society of Men conſt'tured only for the pro te 

curing, preſerving, and advancing of their tr 

own Ciuil Intereſts, | A 


Civil Interejts | call Life, Liberty, Healch, 
and Indolency of Body ; and the Poſſeſſion 
of outward things, ſuch as Money, Lands, 
Houſes, Furniture, and che like. 

It is the Duty of rhe Civil Magiſtrate, by 
the impartial Execution of equal Laws, to 
fecure unto all che People in general, and to 
every one of his SubjeRs in particular, rhe 
juſt Poſſeſſion of theſe things belonging to 
this Life. If any one preſume to violare the 
Laws of Publick Juſtice and Equity, eſtabiſh- 
ed for che Preſervation of theſe things, his 
Preſumption 1sto be check'd by the tear of | 
Puniſhment, conſiſting in the Deprivation 
or Diminution of thoſe Civil Intereſts, or 
Goods, which otherwiſe he might and 
ought to enjoy. Bur ſeeing no Man does 
willingly ſuffer himſelf to be puniſhed by rhe 
Deprivation of any part of his Goods, and 
much leſs of his Liberty or Life, therefore 
is 


_ 4 uy ted ww way ww Fo © A A ww & ws & &5 


IN 


A Letter concerning Toleration. 9 


is the Magiſtrate armed with the Force and 
Strength of all his SubjeRs, in order to the 
puniſhment of thoſe that violate any other 
Man's Rights, 

Now that the whole Juriſdiction of the 
Magrtrarte reaches only to theſe civil Con- 
cernmentsz and thar all Civil Power, Right, 
and Dominion, is bounded and confined to 
the only care of promoting theſe things z and 
thar ic neither can nor ought in any manner 
to be extended to the Salvarion of Souls ; 
rheſe following Conjiderations ſeem unto me 
abundantly ro demonſtrate, 

Firſt, Becauſe the Care of Souls is not 
commirted ro the Civil Magiſtrate any more 
than co other Men. Ic is not committed unto 
him, | ſay, by God; becauſe it appears not 
thar God has ever given any ſuch Authority 
to one Man over another, as to compell any 
one to his Religion, Nor can any ſuch Pow- 
er be veſted in the Magiſtrate by the Conſent 
of the People 3 becauſe no man can ſo far a- 
bandon the care of his own Salvation, as 
blindly co leave it to the choice of any ocher, 
whether Prince or Subje&, to preſcribe to 
him what Faith or Worſhip he ſhall embrace, 
Far no Man can, if he would, conform his 
Faith ro the Diares, of anocher. All the 
Life and Power of true Religion conhiits tn 
the inward and full perſwaſion of the mind : 
And Faith is not Faith without believing. 
Whatever Profeſſion we make, ro wharever 
outward Worſhip we conform, ii we are nor 
fully 
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fully ſatisfied in our mind that the one is 
rrue, and the other well pleaſing unto God ; 
ſuch Profeſſion and ſuch PraRice, far from 
being any furtherance, are indeed great Ob- 
ſtacles to our Salvation. For in this manner, 
inſtead of expiaring other Sins by the exer- 
ciſe of Religion 3 1 ſay, in oftering thus unto 
God _ ſuch a Worſhip as we eſteem 
ro be diſpleafing unto him, we add unto the 
number of our other fins thoſe alſo of Hy- 
pocrifie, and Contempt of his Divine Ma- 


b the ſecond place, The care of Souls can- 
nor belong to the Civil Magiſtrate, becauſe his 
Power confiſts only in outward force : Bur 
true and ſaving Religion confiſts in the in- 
ward perſwaſion of rhe Mind ; without which 
nothing can be acceptable ro God. And 
ſuch is the nature of the Underſtanding, that 
tt cannot be compell'd to the belief of any 
thing by outward Force. Confiſcation of 
Eſtare, Impriſonment, Torments, nothing 
of rhar Nature can have any ſuch Efficacy as 
to make Men change the inward Judgment 
that they have framed of things. 

It may indeed be alledged, that the Ma- 
giſtrare may make uſe of Arguments, and 
thereby draw the Hererodox into the way of 
Truth, and procure their Salvation. I grant 
It. Bur this is common to him with other 
Men, In reaching, inſtrufing, and redreſ- 
fing the Erroneous by Reaſon, he may cer- 
tainly do what becomes any good _— 

O, 
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do, -\ Magiſtracy' does nor oblige him to pur 
off either Humanity or Chriſtianiry. Bur it 
1s one thing to perſwade, another to com- 
mand : One thing to preſs with Arguments, 
another with Penalties. This the Civil Power 
alone hasa Righr to do : to rhe other Good- 
will is Authority enough. Every Man has 
Commiſhon to admoniſh, exhorr, convince 4- 
nother of Error 3 and by reaſoning to draw 
him into Truth. Bur to give Laws, receive 
Obedience, -and compel with the Sword, be- 


longs to none bur- che Magiſtrate. And up- 


on this ground [ affirm, that the Magiſtrate's 
Power extends not to the eſtabliſhing of any 
Articles of Faith,or Forms of Worſhip, by the 
force of his Laws. For Laws are of no force 
at all wirhour Penalties, and Penalties in 
this caſe are abſolutely impertinent z becauſe 
they are not proper to convince the mind. 
Neither the Profeflion of any Articles of 
Faith, nor the Conformiry to any outward 
Form of Worſhip (as has already been ſaid) 
can be ayailable ro the Salvation of Souls ; un- 
leſs the Truth of the one, and the accepta- 
bleneſs of the other unto God, be thorough- 
ly believed by thoſe that fo profeſs and pra- 
Riſe. Bur Penalties are no ways capable to 
produce ſuch Belief. Tr is only Light and E- 
vidence that can work a change 1n Mens O» 
pinions, And that Light can 1n no manner 
proceed from corporal Sufferings, or any 0+ 
ther outward Pcnalries, 


Tn 
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-. In the third place. The care of the Salva- 
tion of Mens Souls cannot belong to the Ma- 


giſtrate ; becauſe, though the rigour of Laws þ; 


and the force of Penalties were capable to 
conyince and change Mens minds, yer. would 
not that helpat all-to the Salvation of their 
Souls. For there being but one Truth, one way 
to heaven z what hopes is there that more Men 
would be led into ir, if they had no other Rule 
to follow but the Religion of the Court; and 
were put under a neceſlicy to quit the Lighr 
of their own Keaſon; to oppoſe the Diftates 
of their own Conſciences; and blindly ro re- 
ſign up themſelves co the Will of their Go- 
vernors, and. to the Religion, which either 
Ignorance, Ambition, or Superſticion had 
chanced to eſtabliſh in the Countries where 
' they were born? Inthe variety and contra- 
dition of Opinions in Religion, wherein 
the Princes of the World are as much divi- 
ded as in their Secular Intereſts, the narrow 
way would be much ſtraitned. One Conntry 
alone would be in the right, and all che reſt 
of the World would be put under an Obligati- 
on of fullowing their Princes inthe ways that 
lead to Deftrution, And that which heigh- 
rens the abſurdity, and very ill ſuits the No- 
tion of a Deicy, Men would owe their eter- 
nal Happineſs or Miſery to - the places of 
cheir Nativity. 

Theſe Confiderations, to. omit many 0- 
thers that might have beenurged to the ſame 
purpoſe, ſeem unto me ſufficient to NR 
that 
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thar all the Power of Civil Government re” 


lates only ro Mens Civil Intereſts; is confined 
tothe care of the things of this World.; and 


'F hath nothing rodo with che World ro come. 


Let us now conſider what a Church is, A 
Church then I rake to be a voluntary Soci- 
ety of Men, joining themſelves rogether of 
their own accord, in order ro the publick 
worſhipping of God, in ſuch a manner as 
they judge acceptable to him, and effe@ual 
to the Salvation of their Souls, 

I fay ic is a free and voluntary Society, 
No body is born a Member of any Church. 
Ocherwiſe the Religion of Parents would de- 
ſcend unto Children, by the ſame right of 
Inhericance as their Temporal Eſtates, and 
every one would hold his Faith by che: ſame 
Tenure he does | 1s Lands ; chan which-1io- 
thing can be imagined more abſurd. Thus 
therefore that matter ſtands. No Man b 
nature is bound unto any particular Churc 
or Se, bur every one joins himſelf volun- 
tarily co that Society in which he believes 
he has found that Profefſion and Worthip 
which is cruly acceptable unto God. The 
hopes of Salvation, as it was the only cauſe 
of hisentrance inro that Communion, ſo it 
can be the only reaſon of. his ſtay there. 
For if afterwards he diſcover any thing eicher 
erroneous in the Doarine, or incongruous in 
the Worſhip of that Society to which he has 


{ join'd himſelf ; Why ſhould ir nor be as free 


for him to go out,as it was to enter? No Mem- 
ber 
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ber of a Religious Society can be tied with 


any other Bonds but what proceed from the &.: 
certain'expecation of erexnal Life. A Church Þ.j- 


then is a Sociery of Members voluntarily u- &,3; 


Ajting to this end, 


It follows now that we conſider what 1s 


the Power of this Church, and unto what 
Laws it is fubjeR. 

Forafmuch as no Society, how free ſoever, 
or upon whatſoever flight occaſion inſtitu- 
ted, (whether of Philoſophers for Learn- | 
ing, of Merchafns for Commerce, or of men 
of leiſure for mutual Converſation and Dif- 
courfe,) No Church or Company, I ſay, can 
in the leaſt ſubſiſt and hold rogerther, but will 


preſently diflolve and break to pieces, unleſs Ez 


it be regulated by ſome Laws, and the Mem- þ;; 
bers: all 'conſent to obſerve ſome Order. |; 
Place, and time of meeting muſt be agreed þ;, 
on. 'Rules for admircring and excluding Mem- &. 


bers maſt be eftabliſhr. Diſtintion of Offi- -. 


cers, and purting things incoa regular Courſe, 
and ſuch like, cannor be omitred, Bur fince 
the joyning rogether of ſeveral Members in- 
to this Church-Sociery, as has already been 
demonſtrated, is abſolutely free and ſpon- 
taneous,” it:necefiarily follows, that the Right 
of making irs Laws can belong to none bur 
the Society ir ſelf ; or at leaſt (which i 
the ſame rhing) ro thoſe whom he Socte- 
ty. by common conſent has authoriled rhere- 
unto, | ”% 


Some| 
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Ave Bs [nay objec, thas no ſack 


Sociery cam be {ajd. ro be a true Church, un- 
[{s-1c have at a Biſhop, or Presbyrer, with 
Ruling Auchority derived from,,che: very A+ 
poſtles, and continued down: unto the pre- 
nt times by an uninterrupted Succeflion. 
Torheſe I anſwer. In the firſt place, Ler 
hem ſhew me the Edi by which Chriſt has 
poſed that. Law upon his Church. Aud 
er not any man think me imperrtinent, if in 
art ki ching of chis confequence, I -xequire that 
1c r 2] of: that Edie be very expreſs and 
Dif- $ofirive, For the Promiſe. he has made us, 
Ca Bhat whereſoever two or three are 
Will £thered together in his Name, he 
nlets $151 be in the nndft. of them, ſeems to imply 


Matt. 18. 20, 


cm Frbe conrary;; Whether ſuch an Aſſembly 

cr Frant any, thing necedary to @true Church, 
<ed I:ray, do youconfider, -; Certain, I';ams, that 
<M* Koching can be there wanting unto che- Sal- 
= on, of Souls 3 Which is ſufficiem ro our 
. - WD Ee 


Next, Pray obſerve how great have always 
n. the Diviſions amongſt even thofe who 
cen Bay ſo much ſtreſs upon the Divine Inſticucis_ 
OoN- Fon, and continyed: Succeflion of a certain 
Ight Yordes of Rulers in the Church: Now their 
bur very  Difſencion unavoidably purs us upon a 
| 5 Fneceſſity of deliberaring, and conſequently 
QUE” Jallows a Liberty of chooſing tha: which up- 
I&> | on conſideration we. prefer, 

| Andin the laſt place, T conſent that theſe 
- | mien haye a Ruler of cheit Church, A" 

MET c 
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&d by ſuch a long Series of Succeſſion 2s theyſjwhic 
judge neceflary 5 provided I may have ltberYnot 
ry at the ſame rime' to jotn*my '(elf ro thafron 
Sociery, in which T'am' /perſwaded thoſgfceive 
rchings are to be found which are neceffaryſfderf 
ro che Salyation of my Soul. In this'manneqplace 
Ecclefiaftical Liberty will be preſerved onftrue 
all fides,-and no man will have a Legiſlatorfeend 
:mpoſed upon him, bur whom-himſelf haſÞoct: 
choſen. + AE rom Chut 
But fince men are ſo ſollicirons abour th 
true Church, I would only ask them, here 
by the way, if it be not mcre agreeable tohis, 
the Church of Chriſt, ro make the Condicionſſthe. 
ofher Communion confiſt jn ſuch things, andÞilc: 
ſuch chings only, as the Holy Spirit has in theſſpur « 
Holy Scriptures declared, in expreſs Words cure 
to be neceſſary to Salvation'z F ask, -I ſayjÞwo 
whether this be not more agreeable ro theft! co 
Church of Chriſt, than for men to impoſeſpf- t 
their own Inventions and Interpretations up-S T 
on cthers, as if they were of Divine Autho-Þlre: 
rity 3 and to eſtabliſh by Eccleſiaſtical Laws,Goc 
as abſolutely neceſſary to the Profeſſion offfon . 
Chriſtianity, ſuch things as the Holy! Serip1er 
rures do'eicher not mention, or at leaft nogcicf 
expreſly - command. - Whoſoever requiresÞ\0: 
choſe things in order to- Eeclefiaſtical ComJ$Soc 
munion, which Chriſt does nor require inJand 
order to life Eternal; he may perhaps indeedgbe | 
conſtiture a Society. accommodated to hizze%e! 
own Opinion, and his own Advantage ; butyg'as 
how that can be called the Church o Gy Got 
= which 
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theywhich is. eſtabliſhed | upon. Laws that are 
tberYnor his, and which .excludes ſuch . Perſons 
thafrom its Communion as he.will one day re- 
hoſlceive into the Kingdom of Heaven, I un- ' 
farfderſtand not. Burt this being: not. a proper 
nnefffplace : to: enquire into, rhe marks of . the 
d orffftrue Church, I.will only. mind thoſe thar con» 
latorffeend ſo earneſtly for the Decrees of their own 
f haſSociery, and that cry. our continually the 
hurch, the Church, with as much noiſe, and 
t cheſſperhaps upon the: ſame Principle, as the 
hereREpbeſian Silverſmichs did for their Dzanaz 
le roffthis, I fay, I defire to mind them of, That 
rtonthe Goſpel frequently declares thar the crue 
; andPiſciples of Chriſt muſt ſuffer Perſecution 3 
n theſbur char the Church of Chriſt ſhould perſe- 
ords{cuce.others, and force others by Fire and 
 fayPword, to embrace her Faith and Dctrine, 
o thefl could never yer find in any of the Zooks 
apoſeſpt- the New Teſtament. 
5s up-$ The end of a Religious Society (as has 
utho-Þplready been faid) is the Publick Worſhip of 
Laws,{God, and by means thereof the acquiſiti- 
Mn offfen of Erernal Life. AJI Diſcipline ought 
&ripKherefore to trend to thar End, and a!l Ec- 
Rt roeciefiaſtical Laws to be rhereunto confined, 
jairegNoching ought, nor can be tranſaRted in this 
ComSociery, relating to the Poſſeſſion of Civil 
re infand Worldly Goods. No Force 1s here to 
deedgbe made uſe of, upon any occaſion wharſo- 
o hisever. For Force belongs whally to the Civil 
; butfÞMagiſtrate, and the Poſſeſſion of all ourward 
1riſt,FGoods is ſubje& ro his JuriſdiQtion. 
yhich But 
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'But it maybeagked, By wiytineavs ; 
ſha!l Ecclefigſtical Laws 'be”eftatfifhed , 
they muſt be thus deftjrure of 2H compulin 
Power. I anſwer, They myft be eftabliſks 
by means ſairable to the Nature of fu 
Things, whereof the external Profeſſion at 
Obſervation, if not proceedingfrom a thorc 
Convi&ion and Approbation of - the Min 
Ss alrogether uſelets' and unprofitable, Tf 


or 


S Q o oq nyo 


Arms'by which rhe Members of this Socie 
are to be kepr within their Duty, are Ly al 
Hortations, Admonitions, and Advices. Þ or 
by *theſe means ,the Offenders will not Þ& va 
reclaimed , and the Erronepus convincyy] fe 
there remUpggporhing farther to be ' dong te 
bur that ſuch ftubborn and abſtinare Perſon ca 
who give no ground to hope for their Rg #r 
t formation, ſhould be caſt 'our and ſeparate pe 
from the Society, This is the laſt and urmo] Ci 
Force. of Eccleſiaſtical Ayurhoricy, No othgftr 
Puniſhment can thereby be inftifted,rhan thi Ex 
the relation ceaſing between rheBody ani ll thi 
Member which 1s. cut off, the Perſon fo calf be 


demned ceaſes to be a part of that Church.ſ the 

Thele things being thus determined, I ro 
vs inquire in the next place, how far ti} rh: 
Duty of Toleration extends ; and what & wt 
required from every one by it. ; bet 
J And firſt, Thold, That no.Church is bounfſ Riz 
| by the:Duty of Toleration ro rerain any ſud} Ch 
Perſon 'in .-her Boſom, as, afrer Admonity Pe: 
on, contitiues  obſtinarely ro offend againf hir 
the Laws of the 'Society. * For thele belnf-on 
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he the Condition-of Communian, and: the Bond 
JF of the Sociery ; Tf the Breach ef them were 
| mired without any- Animadverfion, the 
F Soctety would immediately be thercby diſ- 
© folved. But nevertheleſs, mall ſuchCaſes, 
J care 45 ro be taken thar- the 'Sentence of Ex- 
communication, and che Execution thereof, 
carry with it no rough uſape:of Word or 
Ation, whereby the ejeRed Perſon may any 
ll wiſe be dammified in Body or Eftate. ':For 
all Force ( as 'has ofren been ſaid ) belongs 
only to the Magiftrare ; nor ought any Ppr1- 
vare Perſons,gat any time, -to uſe Force, un- 
$ leſs ir be 'in Self-defence againſt unjuſt Vio- 
tence. Excommunication neither does, nor 
ty can deprive the excommumicared Perfoniof 
ig #ny of thoſe Civil Goods 'thar he formerly 
page All thofe things belong ro the 

ivil Government, and are under the Magi- 
F ftrate's Proretion. The whole Force of 
4 Excommunication confſifts only in this, that 
J the Reſolution of the Society in that refpe& 
# beg declared, rhe Unjon that was between 
| the Body and ſome Member comes thereby 
# to be diſſolved ; and' thar Relation ceafing, 
the participation of ſome certain things, 
g which the Soctety communicated toirs Mem- 
bers, and -unro which no Man has any Civil 
Right, comes alſo'to ceaſe. For there isno 
IF Civilinjury done unto theexcommunicared 
uy Perſon, by the Church-Miniſter's refufing 
whim thar'Bread and'Wine, in the Celebrati- 
on 'offthe Lord's Supper, which was nor 
bought 
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bought with his, but ocher mens Money. | © 
-* Secondly, No private Perſon has any Right, 


in any manner, to prejudice another Perſon 
in his Civil Enjoyments, becauſe he is of 
another Church or Religion. All the Righaf 1 
and Franchiſes that belong to him as a Man by 
or as 2 Deniſon, are inviolably to be Preſery 
ed tohim. Theſe are not the Buſineſs « 
Religion. No Violence nor Injury is to be 
offered him, whether he be Chriſtian or Pa} f*! 
gan. Nay, we muſt nor content our ſelves 
with the narrow Meaſures of bare Juſtice, 
Charity, Bounty, and Liberaliry muſt be ad- the 
ded to ir- This the Goſpel enjoyns ; this} #®! 
Reaſon direas ;z and this that natural Fellows 3'< 
ſhip we are born into requires of us. If any Eq 
man err from the right way, it is his own 
Misfortune, no Injury to thee; Nor there- 
fore arr thou to puniſh him in the things off 2! 
this Life, becauſe thou ſuppoſeſt he will bey 92 
miſerable in that which is to come, | 
What I ſay concerning the mutual Tole- by 
ration of private Perſons differing from one £16 
another in Religion,- I underſtand alſo offi © 
articular Churches 3 which ſtand as it wereff #9! 
in the ſame relation ro each orher as privareſ| Ch 
Perſons among themſelves; nor has any one of 1 
of them any manner of Juriſdiftion over ( at 
any other, no not even when -the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate ( as it ſometimes happens.) comes 
ro be of this or the other Communion. © For 
the Civil Government can- give no-new Right 
to the Church, nor the Church to- the Civil 
| Go 
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Government. So that whether the Magi» 
'F ſirare joyn himſelf ro any Church, or ſepa» 
rate from it, the Church remains always as 
it was before, a free and voluntary Society. 
Ic neither acquires the Power of the Sword 
by the Magiſtrate's coming to it, nor does it 
loſe the Right of InſtruRtion and Excommus» 
nication by his going from ir. This is the 
fundamental and immutable Right of a ſpon» 
taneous Society z that jt has power to Ie» 
move.any of its Members who tranſgreſs the 
Rules of 1ts Inſtirution. Bur it cannot, by 
the acceſſion of any new Members, acquiry 
any Right, of Juriſdiaion over thoſe thay 
are/ not joyned with it, And therefore Peace, 
Equity and- Friendſhip,: are always murually 
to. be obferved by particular Churches, in 
the ſame manner as by private Perſons, withe 
out any prerence of Superiority or Juriſdiftie 
on over one another. ? 

Thar the ching- may be made yer clearer 
by aw Examplez Let us ſuppoſe two Chur- 
ches, the. one. of Arminians,, the other of 
Calwuinifts, reſiding in the City of Conſtanti- 
nople 3 Will any one ſay, thateither of theſe 
Churches has Right to. deprive the Members 
of rhe other of their Eſtates: and Liberty, 
( as we ſee practiſed elſewhere ) becauſeiof 
cheir differing, from' it. in ſome -- Boarines or 
Ceremonigss5; whilſtrche Turks. in; the mean 
while-/ Ailently ſtand! by, and laugh ro ſee 
with-whatphumane Cruelty Chriſtians thus 
rage againſt Chriſtians? Bur if one of theſe 
| B Churches 
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; Churches hath rhis Power of treating the 
other ill, I ask which of them 1t 1s to whom 
that Power belongs, and by whar Right? It 
will be anſwered undoubredly, Thar it is 
the Orthodox Church which: has the Right 
of- Authoriry cver the Erroneous or Here- 
tical. This 1s, in great and ſpecions words, 
ro fay juſt nothing at all, For every Church 
ts Orthodox toir ſelf; ro others, Erroneous 
or Heretical. Whatſoever any Church 
believes, ir believes ro be true; and 'rhe 
contrary thereunto 1t pronounces to-' be 
Error. So that the Controverfic 'berweet) 
theſe Churches about the Truth of their 
Doarines, and the Puriry of cheir Worſhip, 
1s on both ſides equal; nor 1s there any Judy, 
either at Conftantinople, or elſewhere upon 
Earth, by whoſe Sentence it can be derer- 
mined, The Deciſion of that Queſtion be- 
longs only to the Supream Judge- of all men, 
to whom alſo alone belongs che Puniſhment 
of the Erroneous. In the mean while, let 
thoſe men conſider how hairiouſly 'they ſin; t! 
Who, adding Injuſtice, if not to their Er-f tt 

ror, yet certainly to their Pride, do raſhly 
and arroganrly rake upon'them to miſuſe the - at 
Servants of another Maſter, who-are nor at} D 
Allaccountable to them. 9. E 
Nay further : If ir conld be manfifeſt which} h: 
of cheſe two difſenting Churches were in the. G 
right way, chere would nor accrae' thereby} 1n 
© the Orthodox any Right of deſtroying the »! 
other. For Churches haye neither any Ju-f 4s 
. riſditon 
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riſdition in worldly Matters,' nof are Fire 
and Sword any proper Inſtruments where- 
| wich ro convince mens Minds of Error, - and 
ir- is} 'nform them of the Truth. Ler us ſuppoſe, 
Right | nevertheleſs, tharthe Civil Magiſtrate inch- 
Jere- ned to favour one” of them,- and ro put his 
ords, # Sword inro their Hands ; that{ 'by his con- 
march} ſent ) they might chaſtiſe the Diſſenters as 
eous | they pleaſed. Will any man 'ſay, that an 
urch | Right can be derived unto a Chriſtian Chure! 
"the | over irs Brethren, from a Turkiſh Emperor ? 
> be} An Infidel,, who has himſelf no Authority 
veer | to puniſh Chriſtians for the Articles of their 
heir 8 Faith, cannot confer ſuch an Auchority upon 
ſhip, | any Society of Chriſtians, nor'give "unto 
ſudg, 8 them a Right, which he has nor himſel& 
apon | This would be the Caſe at Conſtantinople. 
erer-# And the Reaſon of the thing is the ſame 
| be-f in any Chriſtian Kingdom. . | The [Civil 
nen, # Power is the ſame in every place ; nor can 
nent} that Power, : in {the Hands of a Chriſtiati 
let Prince, confer any greater Authority upoty 
fin; the Church, than :1n the Hands of a Hea- 
-Er-& then; which is to fay, juſt none at all. / 
:ſhly Nevertheleſs, it is worthy: xo be obſerved; 
- the. and lamented, thar the nioft violent of cheſe 
t at $ Defenders of rhe Truth,:the Oppoſers' of 

© Errors, the Exclatmers-againſt -Schiſmz. do 
hich} hardly. ever ler-loofe "this their Zeal for: 
the. God, with which = ate fo-warmed and 
reby{| inflamed, unleſs whete they have che'Ci-. 
> the vil Magiſttate on their fide. Bur fo foon 
| as eye Courr-fayour has 'given them the 
| B 2 berrcer 
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better end- of the Staff, and they begin to 
feel rhemſelves rhe ſtronger, then preſently 
Peace and Charity are to be laid afide; 0- 
therwiſe, rhey are religiouſly to be obſerved, 
Where they have-not the Power to carry on 
Perſecution-, and to become Maſters, there 
they defire to live upon fair Terms, and 
preach- up Toleration. When they are not 
Krengrhned with the Civil Power, then rhey 
can hear moſt pariemly and unmovedly the 

10n of Idofarry, Superſtition and Here- 
fie- in; their Nejghbourhood ; of which, in 
other Occaſions, the Intereſt of Religion 
makes them to be extreamly apprehenſive, 
They do-nort forwardly attack thoſe Errors 
which-are.in faſhion at Courr, or are coun- 
zenanced: by : the Government, Here rhey 
can. be content. to ſpare their Arguments 
which yer ( with their leave) is the only 
right Merhod of propagating Truth 3 which 
has noſuch way of prevailing, as when ſtrong 
Arguments and good Reaſon are joyned with 
the ſoftneſs of Civility and good Uſage. 

No. body therefore, in fine, ncither ſin- 
gle Perſons, nor; Churches, nay, nor even 
Commonwealths, have any juſt Title to in- 
vadethe Civil Rights and Warldly Goods of 
each other: upon prerence of Religion. Thoſe 
that are of another Opinion, would do well 
to :confider. with themſelves how pernicious 
a Seed of Difcord and War, how powerful 
a Provocation to:endlefs Hatreds, Rapines, 
and Slaughters, they. thereby furniſh. unto. 
3 Man- 
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Mankind. No Peace and Security, no not ſo 


much as common Friendſhip, can ever be 
eſtabliſhed or preſerved amongſt Men, fo 


long as this Opinion prevails, That Dominton 
is founded in Grace, and that Rehgjion 1s to 


be propagatcd by force of Arms 
In the third Place ; Let us ſee what the 
Dity of Toleration requires from thoſe who 
are diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of Mankind, 
( from the Laity, as they pleaſe ro call us ) 
by ſome Eccleſiaſtical Chara#ter and Office 3 
wherher they be Biſhops, Prieſts, Presbyters, 
Miniſters, or however elſe dignified or di- 
ſtinguiſhed. Ir is not my Buſineſs ro enquire 
here intro rhe Orzzinal of che Power or Dig- 
pity of the Clergy. This only I ſay, That 
whence-ſoever rheir Authority be {pruige 
fince ir is Eccleſjaſtical, ic ought to be cunft= 
ned within the Bounds of the Church, nor 
can it in any manner be extended. to Civil 
Afﬀairs 3 becauſe the Church ic ſelf is a thing 
abſolutely ſeparate and diſtin& from the 
Commonwealth. The Boundaries on both 
ſides are fixed and immovable. He jumbles 
Heaven and Earth together, the things moſt 
remote and oppoſite, who mixes theſe Soci- 
eries 3 which are in their Original, End, Bu+ 
ſineſs, and ip every thing,perfe&ly diftinQ, 
and infinitely different from each other. No» 
man therefore, with whatſoever Eccleftaſti- 
cal Office he be dignified, ean deprive a- 
nother man, that js not of his Church and 
Fairh, cicher of Liberty, or ef any part of 
B 3 ___ bes 
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his Worldly Goods, upon the account of that 
difference which is between them in Religi- 
on, For whatever ts not lawful to the whole 
Church, cannot, by any Eccleſiaſtical Right, 
become lawful to any of irs Members, 

But this is nt all. Ic is not enough that 
Eccleſiaſtical Men abſtain from Violence and 
Exapine, and all manner of Perſecution. He 
that prerends to be a Sncceffor of the Apo- 

les,and rakes upon him the Office of Teach- 
1ng, is obliged alio to admoniſh his Hearers 
of che Duties of Peace arid Goodwill to- 
wards all menz as well rowards the Er- 
roneous, as the Orthodox; towards 
rhoſe chat differ from them in Faith 
and Worfhip, as well as rowwards thoſe thac 
agree with them cherein. And he ought 1n- 
duſtriouſty ro exhorcall men, wherher pi1- 
vate Perſons or Magiſtrates , ( if any ſuch 
there be in his Church) ro Charity, Meek- 
neſs and Toleration 5 and diligently en- 
deavour toallay and temper all char Heat and 
unreaſonable Averſeneſs of Mind, which ei- 
ther any man's fiery Zeal for his own Se, 
or the Crafc of others, has kindled againſt 
Diflenters. , I will nor undercake to repres 
ſcar how happy . aud how great would be 
the Fruit, borh in Church and Scare, 1f the 
« Pulpics eyery where ſounded with this Do- 
&rine,of Peace and Toleration 3 left I ſhould 
ſeem, to reilz& roo ſeverely upon thoſe Men 
whole, Dignicy [ deſire not ro detract from, 
nor. would have it. diminiſhed: either ' by 
| others 
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others or themſclves. Bur rhis I ſay, Thar 
thus* ic ought to be. And if any one that 
profeſſes ' himſelf to be a Miniſter of the 
Word of God, a Preacker of the Goſpel of 
Peace, teach otherwiſe 5 he eirher under- 
ſtands not, cr neglects the Bufincls of his 
Calling, and ſha! .one day gtve- accounc 
thereof unro the Prince of Peace, If Chri- 
ſtians are'ro be admonifhed thar rhey abſtain 
from all mn1nner of Revenge, cven afrer re- 
peared Provocations' and multiplied Injurijec; 


how much more ought they who ſuffer no- 
' thing,-who have had no harm done them, 


forbear: Violence, and abſtain from all man- 
ner of ij1 uſage rowards thoſe from whom 
they have received none. This Caurion and 
Temper they ought cercainly to uſe rowards 
thoſe who mind only rheir own Buſineſs,and 
are ſollicitovs' for nothing but that ( whar- 
ever men think of them ) they may worſhip 
Godin that manner which they are perſua- 
ded is acceptable ro him, and in which they 
have the ſtrongeſt hopes of Eternal Salvari- 
on, ' In - private domeſtick Afﬀairs, in the 
management of Eſtates, in the conſervation 
of: Bodily Healch, every man may conſider 
what ſuirs his own conveniency, and follow 
what courſe he likes beſt. No man complains 
of 'rhe ill management of his Neighbour”'s 
Aﬀairs: No man is angry with another for 
an Error committed in ſowing his Land, or 
in: marrying his Daughter. No body cor- 
re&s:a Spend-rhrifc for conſuming his Sub- 
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Nance in Taverns. Ler any man pull down, 
or build, or make whatſoever Expences. he 
pleaſes ; no tkody mnurmurs , no body con- 
trouls him, he has his Liberty. - Bur if any 
man do got frequent the Church 3; if he dy 
not there conform his Behaviour exactly co 
the accuſtomed Ceremonies, or if he brings 
not his Ci1ildren ro be initiated 1n rhe Sacred 
Myſteries of this or the other Congregation; 
thi> immediately cauſes an Uproar 3 and the 
Neighbourhood is filled with noiſe and clas 
mour, Every one 15 ready to be the Aven- 


ger of (5 great a Crime. And the Zealots' 


hardly have patience to refrain from 
Violence and Rapine fo long mill che Cauſe 
be heard, and the poor man be, according 
to Form, condemned to the loſs of Liberty, 
Goods, or Life. Oh that our Eccleſiaſtical 
Ocators, of eyery Set, woul:l apply theme 
ſelves with all the ſtrength of Arguments 
that they are able, to rhe confounding . of 
mens Errors! But ler them ſpare their Pey- 
ſons. Ler them nor ſupply their wanr of 
Reaſons with the Inſtruments of Force; which 
bclong ro another Juriſdiion, and do: il 
become a Church man's Hands. Let chem 
nor call inthe Magiſtrate's Auchority to the 
aid of their Elcquence 'or Learning 3 left, 
perhaps, whilſt they pretend only Love for. 
the Truth,this their imemperate Zeal, breath- 
ing nothing bur Fire and Sword , betray 
their Ambition; and ſhew that whar they de- 
fire is Temporal Dominion. For ic will be 
very 
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very difficult to perſuade men of Sence, thar 
he, who with dry Eyes, and ſatisfaRion of 
Mind, can deliver his Brother unto the Exe- 
curioner, to be burnt alive, does ſincerely 
and heartily concern himſelf co ſave thar 
Brother from the Flames of Hell ia the 
world-to come. 

In the laſt place. Let us now confider what is 
the Magiftrate's Duty in the Bufineſs of To- 
ox z3 which certainly is very conſidera» 

le. 

We have already proved, That the Care 
of Souls does not belong to the Magiſtrate, 
Not a Magiſterial Care, I mean, ( if I may 
ſo call ir }which conſiſts in preſcribing by 
Laws, and comprinng of Puniſhments. Buc 
a charitable Care, which confiſts in teach- 
ing, admoniſhing , and perſuading , cannot 
be denjed unto any man. The Care there- 
fore of every man's Soul belongs unto him- 
felf, and is to be left unro himſelf. Bur 
whyr if he negle& the Care of his Soul ?. I 
anſiver, What if he negle& rhe Care of his 
Health, or of his Eſtate 3 which things-are 
ne1rlier related ro the Government of the 
Magiſtra:e than the other ? Will the Magi- 
ſtrare provide by anexpreſs Law, That ſack 
a one (hall not become poor or ficx ? Laws 
provide, as much as is poſſible : Thar the. 
$Soods and Health of Subje&s be norinjured 
by che Fraud or Violence of others ; they 
do nor guard chem from the Negligence or 
11 hu:bandry of the Poſleſſors —— 
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No man can be forced to be Rich or Health- 


Fal whether he will or no. Nay, God him- 
ſelf will nor fave men apainſt their wills. 
Ler us ſuppoſe, however, thar ſome Prince 
were deſirous to force his Subje&s ro accu- 
mulate Riches, or to preſerye the Healch and 
Strength of their Podies. Shall ir be pro- 
vided by Law, that they muſt conſult none 
but Roman Phyſicians; and ſhall every one 
be bound to live according ro their Pre- 
ſeryprions? Whar, ſhall no Potion, no 
Broth be taken, but what is prepared either 
m rhe Vatican, ſuppoſe, or in a Geneva Shop ? 
Or, to make theſc SubjeRs rich, ſhall rhey 
all be obliged by Law. ro become Merchants, 
or Muſicians? Or , ſhall every one turn 
ViQualler, or Smith ; becauſe there are ſome 
thar maintain their Families plentifully, and 
grow rich in thoſe Profeflions ? Bur it may 
be fajid, There are a thouſand ways to 
Wealth, but only one way-to Heaven. 'Tis 
well ſaid indeed, eſpecially by rhoſe rhar 
plead' for compelling men into this or the 
ether Way. For if rhere were ſeveral ways 
that lead rhither, there would not be ſo much 
23s a prerence left for Compulſion. But now 
!f I be marching on with my utmoſt vigor, 
mthac way which, according to the Sacred 
| Geography, leads ſtreight to Jeruſalem; Why 
am TI beaten and ill uſed by ochers, becauſe, 
perhaps, I wear not Buskins 3 becauſe my 
Hair' 1s notof the right Cur ; becauſe per- 
haps T have not been dipt in the right Faſhi- 
on 3 
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rx ' on; becauſe I ear;Fleſh- upon the Road, or 
im- 


: ſome other Fqod:which- agrees with my ſto- 
ills. 8 mach 3 becauſe 1 avoid certain By-ways , 
TINCe #® which ſeem unto me to lead into Briars or 
ccu- 8 Precipicesz ;becauſe. amongſt the ſeveral 
1and B pachs: that-are- in- the fame Road, I chuſe 
Pro-F that ro ,walk in which: ſeems to be che 
none Þ ſtreighteſt-and cleaneſt 3; becauſe I avoid ro 
one 3 keep, company with, ſome Travellers thac 
Pre- Þ aye leſs. graye, ang. others that- are more 

no ſowp thatrthey ought;ro be 3:.or in fine, be- 
ther cayſe I'follow a Guide thar either 15, or 1s 
Op? nor, cloached in White, and crowned with a: 
hey Mitre.2?-,. Certainly, if we confider right, 
INTS, we :ſhll find'thac for the moſt -pare they are 
urn B ſuch frivolous/hings: as 'rheſe, 'thar,( with- 
Mme out;any, prejudice to Religion, or the,Salva-: 


and tion; of Souls, if 'not-. accompanied with Su-' 
wy perſtition or Hypocriſie ) might either be 
Ky ohſerved or omitted 3 I ſay: they arc ſuch. 
Tis like things as theſe, which breed 1mplaca-» 
har ble Enmities among(t Chriſtian Brerhren, 
the who- are all agreed in the ſubſtanrial-:and- 
1's truly fundamental] part of Religion, , 

ch Bur lee us grant unto theſe Zealots, who: 
od condemn all chings. that are not , of- their 
or, # Mode, that from, theſe Circumſtances ariſe 
ed different Ends. What ſhall we conclude 
hy from thence? There is only one of theſe 
le, which is the true way to Erernal Happinels.. 
ny But in this greax varicty of ways, that men 
4ay follow, :it- is fill doubred which is this righr 
hi- one, Now neitzer the care of the Commens«- 
15 wealth, 
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wealth, nor the Right of enaQting Laws,does | 
diſcover this way thar'leads ro Heaven more / 


certainly to the Magiſtrare, than every pri- 
vate mans Search and Srudy diſcovers it un- 
co himſelſ. I have a weak Body, funk un- 
der a languiſhing Diſeaſe, for which-( 1 
ſappoſe ) rhere is one only Remedy. , bur 
that unknown : Does it therefore belong un- 
to the Magiſtrate to preſcribe me a Remedy 3 
becauſe there is bur one, and becauſe it is 
unknown? Becauſe there is bur one way 
for me ro eſcape Death, will ir therefore be 
ſafe for me to do wharſoever the Magiſtrate 
erdains? Thoſe things thar every man ought 
fincerely to enquire inco himſelf, and by 
Medicatzon, Study, Search, and his own En- 
deavours, attain the knowledge of, cannor 
be looked upon as the peculiar Poſſeſſion of 
any one ſort of Men. Princes deed are 


born ſaperior unto orher Men in Power, 


but in Nature equal, Neither che Right, nor 
che Art of Ruling, does neceflarily carry a- 
long with tz the certain Knowledge of other 
things 3 and leaſt of all of the true Religion. 
For if ic were ſo, how could ircome to paſs 
that the Lords of the Earch ſhoufd differ ſa 
vaſtly as they do in Religious Matters ?- Bur 
ter us grant thar ir is probable the way to E- 
eernal Life may be better known by a Prince 
than” by his Subjeas 3 or ar leaſt, that in 
this incercicude of rhings, the ſafeſt and 
moſt commodious way for private Perſons 
to follow his Dixtates. | You will ſay, =o 
then ? 
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then?” If he (ſhould bid you follow Mer- 
chandiſe for your Livelihood , wouſd' you 
decline thar Courſe for fear ir ſhould nor fuc- 
ceed ? I anſwer : I would turn Merchant 
upon the Princes Command, becauſe in caſe F 
ſhould have ill ſacceſs in Trade, he is abun- 
danrly able co-make up my Loſs ſome other 
way. Tf irbertrue, as he prerends, that he . 
defires I ſhould rhrive and grow rich, he can 
{& me up again when unſucceſsful Voyages 
have broke me. Burt this is noc the Caſe in 
the things that regard the Life ro come, If 
there I rake a wrong Courſe, if in that re- 
ſpe& I am once undone; it is not . in the Ma» 
giftrares Power to repair my Loſs, to caſe 
my Suffering ; or to reſtore me 1n any mea- 
ſare, much leſs entirely, ro a good Eſtate. 
Whar Securiry can be given for the Kingdom 
of Heaven ? : 

Perhaps fome will ſay that they do not 
ſuppoſe this infallible Judgment , > that all 
Men are bound to follow in rhe Aﬀaits of Re- 
__ ro be in the Civil Magiſtrare, but #n 
the Church. Whar the Church has deter- 
mined, that rhe Civil Mapiſtrate orders to 
be obſerved; and he prvoides by his Autho- 
rity thar no hody ſhall cicher a& or believe, 
in che buſineſs of Religion, otherwiſe than 
the Church teaches. So that the Judgmenr 
of rhoſe things 1s in the Church. The Ma- 
giſtrate himſclt 'yields Obedfence thereunto, 
and requires the hike Obedience from others. 
I anfwerz Who ſees not how An” rhe 
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Name ..of- the Church , which -was: fo vene-: 


rable inthe rime, of che ;Apoitles, '-has been 
made uſe -of rothrow. Duſt 1n Peoples Eyes, 
in following Ages? . But . however; in the 
preſent caſe ir helps us. not. - .The one only 
narrow . way which leads to Heaven is naf 
berter kno:vn to-the Magiſtrate than to pri- 
vate.perſons 3 ang therefore I cannot ſafely, 
take him for my Guide, who may probably. 
be as ignorant of the way. as my (e;f,- and! 
who certainly 15 leſs concerned for my Sal- 
vation than I my ſelf am. Amongſt ſo mas 
ny.Kings ,of the Fews, how many of:them 
were there whom any Tſrae!ite, thus. blindly 
following, had nox fallen into. Idolatry, and 
thereby .inro Deſtruftion ?. Yet .neyerthe- 


leſs, you. bid me be of, good courage, and: 


rell me- thar all is now fate and ſecure, bes, 
cauſe che Magiſtrate "does nor” now .enjoyn 
the obſervance of his own Decrees 1n: mat- 


ters of, Religion, bur only the Decrees of 
the. Church. Of what Church I beſeech 


you? Of. that ceriainly which likes him 


beſt, As$if he thar compels me by Laws and. 


Penalties to enter into this or che orher. 
Church, did nor juterpoſe his own. Judg- 
ment .it the matter. What difference 1s 
there whether he lead me himſelf, or deli- 
ver me over to be led by others? I depend. 


both ways upon his Wul : and it. is.he that. 


determines both ways of my ,crernal Stare. 
Would an TIfaclite , that: had worſhipped 
Baal upon the Command. of his King, ave. 

| cen 
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been in any berrer condition, becauſe. ſome 
body had rold him that the King ordered 
nothing in Religion upon his own Head, nor 
commanded any thing to be done by his 
SubjeRs in Divine Worſhip, bur what was 
approved by the Counſel of Priefts, and , 
declared to be of Divine. Right by the Do- 
Rors of their Church ? If che Religion of 
any Church become therefore true and ſa- 
ving , becauſe the Heads of that Se, the 
Prelares and Prieſts, and thoſe of that Tribe, 
doall of them, with all their might, extol 
and praiſe it; what Religion can, ever be ac- 
counted erroneous, falfe and weſtructive ? 
1 am doubtful concerning the Docrine of 
the Socintans,, I am ſuſpicious of the way 
of Worſhip pradifed by the Papifts, or [the+ 
fans? Will it be ever a jot the ſafer for me 
to joyn either unto the one or the other of 
thoſe Churches, upon the Magiſtrates Com- 
mand; hecauſe he commands nothing 1n 
Religion bur by the Authority and Counſel of 
the Dodtors of that Church ? 

Bur to ſpeak the truth, we muſt acknow- 
ledge that the Church ( if a Convension of 
Clergy-men,m aking Canons, muſt be called 
by that Namne ) is for the moſt part more apt. 
to be influenced by the Court, than the 
Courr by the Church. How the Church was | 
under the Vicifſitude of Orthodox and Ar- 
rian Emperors, is very well known. Or if 
thoſe things be roo remore; The En- 
gliſh Hiſtory affords us freſher Examples, s 

the 
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the Reigns of Merry the 8th, Edward the 6th, 
Mary, and Elizabeth, how eafily and ſmooth- 
ly rhe Clergy changed their Decrees, rheir 
Articles of Faith, their Form of Worſhip, 
every thing, according to the inclinarion of 
thoſe Kings and Queens. Yet were thoſe 
Kings and Queens of ſuch different minds, 
in point of Religion, and enjoyned thereup- 
on ſuch difterent things, thar no man in his 
Wits ( I had almoſt ſa1d none bur an Athe- 
ift ) will preſumeto ſay that any fincere and 
upright Worſhipper of God could, with a 
ſafe Conſcience, obey their ſeveral Decrees. 
To conclude, Ir is the ſame thing wherher a 
King that preſcribes Laws to another mans 
Religion, prerend to do it by his own Judg- 
ment, or by the Ecclefiaftical Authority and 
Advice of others. The Decifions of Church- 
men, whole Differences and Difpures are ſuf- 
ficiently known, cannor be any ſounder, or 
fafer, than his. Nor can all their Suffrages 
joyned together add any new ſtrength unto 
the Civil Power. Tho” this a'ſo muſt be ta- 
ken norice of, that Princes ſeldom have any 
regard to the Suffrages of Ecclefiaſtics that 
are not Favourers of their own Faith and 
way of Worſhip. 

But afcer all, The Principal Conſideration, 
and which abſclurely derermines ris Con- 
troverfie, 1s this, Alrhough che Magiſtrates 
Opinion in Religion be ſound, and the way 
that he apvcimrs be truly Evangelical, yer 
if 1 be nor choronghly perſwaded thereof 

Te 
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ie my own mind, there-will be no ſafety for 
me in following it. .No way whatſoever that 
I ſhall walk in: againſt che DiRares of my 

Conſcience, will exer bring me ro the Man- 
ſions of rhe Bleſſed; I may grow rich by 
an Art that Irake nor delighe in;3 I may 
be cured of ſome Diſeafe by Remedies thar 
I have nor Faich in ; but 1 cannot be ſaved 
by a Religion that Idiftruſt, and by a Wor» 
ſhip char I abhor. Tr is in vain for an Un- 
believer to.rake up rhe outward ſhew of a- 
noiher Mans Profeſſion. | Faich only, and 
inward Sincerity, are the rhings chart pro- 
Cure acceptance wich God. The moſt hke- 
ly and moſt approved Remedy can have no 
efte& upon the Parienr, if his Sromach re-. 
je& i as ſoon. as raken. And ' you 'will 1n 
vain:cram a Medicine down a fick Mans 
Throat, which his parcicular Confſtirurion 
will be fure to turn 1nto. Poifon, In & 
word. . Whatſoever may be | doubrful mm 
Religion, yet this at leaſt is cercain, that 
no Religion, which 1 believe nor to be 
true, can be either true or profitable un» 
tome- "In 'vain therefote do Princes com- 
pel their Subjes ro come intotheir Church» 
communion, under prerence of ſaving their 
Souls.: If they: believe, rhey will-come of 
their own accord; ifrhey believe nor, -rheit 
coming will nothing avail them. How great 
ſoever, in fine, may be the pretence of 
Good-will and Charicy, and concern for 
the Salvation of Mens Souls ; Men _—_ - 
orce 
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forced'iro be ſaved-wherker | rhey will or ns, 
And therefore, when all is: done, they muſt 
be Icfr ro their own Conſciences. | 
.. Having thus at lengrh freed Men from: all 
Dominion over one another 1n matters of Re+ 
ligion; ter us now .confider what they are t 
do, All men know and: acknowledge that 
God ought ro be publickly worſhipped. Why 
etherwiie do they compel one anorher unty 
the publick Aſſemblies ? Men cherefore con- 
ſtituced-in'this libercy are to enter into ſome 
Religious Soctery 3 thar rhey may meet roge- 
ther, not only for-murual Edification, bur'to 
own to. the World that chey worſhip God, 
and offer unto his divine Majeſty ſuch ſervice 
as they rhemſelves are nor:aſhamed of, and 
ſuch as they think nocunworchy of him, not 
Unacceprable to. him z'.and finally . chat. by 
the:;puriry" of - Dodrine, ' Holineſs. of iLife, 
and:decent Form: of: Worſhip,' they! may 
drayothers unco the: love of the:true Res 
ligion ;,. and perform ſuch-'other things in 
Religion as cannor be done by . each private 
Nan apart. | 1 

Theſe Religioms Sotieties F call:Churches: 
and theſe. I ſay the (Magiſtrate: ought to tv 
lerate. For the buſine(s of: theſe: :Aflemblie 
of che People is nothing burwhat: is lawful 
or. every: Man in'particular..ro-takeicare'of; 
I mean the Salvation: of their: Souls;. Nor 
19 this caſe is there' any. difterence berwee 
the National Church, - and: other ſeparated 
Congregations, , But : as'-in every. _—_—_ 
there 
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Tere are two things eſpectally ro be con- 
fidered 5 The outward Form and Rites of 
Worſhip 3 And the Dotrines and -Articles of 
Faith , Theſe things muſt be _ handled 
each dictin&tly 3 that ſo the whole macrer 
of Toleration may the more clear:y be un« 
derſtood. | 

Concerning outward Worſhip, T ſay (in the 
firſt place) that the Magiſtrate has Ro Pow+ 
er' ro enforce by Law, eicher 1n his own 
Church, or much leſs in another, rhe uſe of 
any Rites or Ceremonies whatſoever in rhe 
Worſhip of God. And this, not only. be- 
cauſe theſe Churches are free Sacieties 3 bur 
hecauſe whatſocver is practiſed in rhe Wor- 
ſhip of Sod, is only ſo far juſtifiable as 1t 1s 
believed by thoſe thar praQiſe: tx to be ac- 
ceptable unto him. W harſoever is not: done 
wich that Afurance of Faith, 1s neither welt 
in-it ſelf, ncr can ir be acceptable to God, 
To impoſe ſach things therefore upon any 
People, contrary, to their own Judgment, 
is in effe&t ro command them to offend God z 
Which, conſidering rhar che end of all Re- 
ligion is to pleaſe him, and chat Liberty 1s 
elſencially neceſſary co that End, appears to 
be abſurd beyond expreſſion. 3 OG 
- Bur perhaps it may be concluded from 
hence, that I deny unto rhe Magiſtrate all 
manner; of Power about Indifferent things 5 
which if.it be nor granted, the whole Sub- 
jx& matrer of Law-making 4s taken away. 
No, 'I readily grant that Indifferenc Todd 

an 
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and perhaps none but ſuch, are ſubje&ed to. 


- the Legiſlative Power. Bur it does not there- 
fore follow, thatthe Magiſtrate may ordain 
whatſoever he pleaſes concerning any thing 
thar is indifferenc. The Publick Good is the 
Rule and Meaſure of all Law-making. If a 
thing be not uſeful ro the Commonwealth, 
tho it be never ſo indifferent, it may not pre- 
ſently be eſtahliſhed by Law. 

But further : Things never fo indifferent 
in-cheir own nature, when they are brought 
into the Church and Worſhip of God, are 
removed our of the reach of the Magiſtrate's 
Juriſdiion 3 becauſe in that uſe they have 
no connexion at all wich Civil Afairs. The 
only buſineſs of the Church is the Salvati- 
on of Souls: And it no ways concerns the 
Commonwealth, or any Member of ir, that 
this, or the other Ceremony be there 
made ufe of, Neither the Uſe, nor the O- 
miſſion of any Ceremonies, tm thoſe Religi- 
ous Afſemblies, does either advantape or pre- 
judice the Life, Liberty, or Eftate of any 
Man. For Example : Let ir be granted, that 
the waſhing of an Infant with Water 1s in ir 
ſelf an indifferent ching. Let it be granted 
alſo, rhar if che Magiſtrate underſtand ſuch 
waſhing co be proficable ro the curing or 
preventing of any Diſeaſe thar Children are 
fubje& unto, and eſteem 'the matrer weigh- 
ty enough to be taken care of by a Law, in 
that caſe he may order it tro be done. But 
will any one therefore ſay, that a Magiſtrate 
has 
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has the ſame Righrt'to ordain, by Law, thar 
all Children ſhall be baptized by Prieſts, in 
the ſacred Font, -in order to the Purification 
of their Souls ?' The extream difference of 
theſe two Caſes is viſible to every one art firſt 
ſighr. Or ler us apply the laſt Caſe tothe Child 
ofa ew, and the thing will ſpeak it felf, For 
what hinders but a Chriſtian Magiſtrate may 
have SubjeQs that are Jews ? Now if we 
acknowledge that ſuch an Injury may norbe 
done unto a Jew, as to compel him, againſt 
his own Opinion, to praQice in his Religion 
a thing that is in irs nature indifferent 3 how 

can we maintain that any thing of this kind 
may. be done to a Chriſtian ? 

Again : Things in their own nature indif- 
ferent cannot, by any human Authority, 
be made any part of the Worſhip of God; 
for this very reafon 3 becauſe rhey are indif- 
ferent, For fince indifferent things are not 
capable, by any Virtue of their own, to pro- 
piriate rhe Deity; no human Power or Au- 
thority can confer on them ſo much Dignity, 
and Excellency, as to enable them to' dot ir, 
In the common Affairs of Life, that uſe'of 
indifferent chings which God has nor-for- 
p hidden, is free and lawſul : And therefote 

in thoſe things human Authority has 'place; 
But ir is not ſo 'in matters of Religion. 
Things. indifferent are not otherwiſe lawful 
in the Worſhip of God than - as they are 
inſtirured by God himfelf ; and as he, by 
ſore poſitive command, has ordain'd rhem 
ro 
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to 'be made a part of that Worſhip which 
he will vouchſafe co accept of at the hands 
of poor fmful Men. Nor when an incenfel 
Deity ſhall ask us, (Who has required theſe, o 
ſuch like, things at your hands ?) willit be & 
nough: ro anſwer him, rhat the Magiſtrate 
commanded them. if Civil Juriſdiction ex-+ 
rended thus far, what might nor lawfully 
be incroduced into Religion 2 What hodge- 
podge of Ceremonies, what ſuperſticious In- 
yentions,, buyr upon che Magiſtrate's Autho- 
rity., mighr not (againſt Conſcience ) he 
impoſed upon the Worſhippers of God ? For 
the greateſt parr of thefe Ceremonies and 


Superſtirions conſiſts in che Religious Uſe of 


ſuch things as are in their own nacuce indif- 
ferent : :Nor are they ſinful upon any other 
account than becauſe' God is not the Author 
of chem. The ſprinkling of Warer, and the 
uſe of Bread and Wine, are both in their 
own nature, and+in the ordinary occations 
cf Life, alcogerher indifferent, Wall any 
Man therefore ſay that theſe things could 
have been inrroduced into Religion, and 
madea part of Divine Worſhip, if nor by 
Divine Inſticurion ? If any Human Authori- 
ty or Civil Power could have done this; 
why mighrt-it_not alſo injoyn the eating of 
Fiſh, and drinking of Ale, in the Holy Ban- 
quer, 'as a part of Divine Worſhip ? Why 
not. the ſprinkling of the Blood of Beaſts 
in Churches, and Expiarions by Water or 
Fire, and abundance more of this kind ? 
Bur 


But" rheſe things, how indifference ſoever 
they ke in common uſes, when rhey come 
tobe annexed unto Divine Worſhip, with- 
onr Divine Aurhoriry, they are as abomina- 
ble ro/God, as the Sacrifice of 'a Dog. And 
why'a'Dog ſo abominable ? Whar difference 
is theft berween'a Dog and a Goar, in re- 
& of *the Divine Narure; equally and in- 
nitety diſtant from all Aﬀiniry wich Mar- 
rer; unleſs ir be that God required the uſe 
of the one in his. Worſhip, and. not of the 
other? we ſee 'therefore that ,indifferenc, 
things, how much ſoever they be under the 
| Power'of the Civit Magiftrate, yer cannor 
' upon thar prerence be imroqduced into Religi- 
on, and impoſed upon Religious Aﬀemblies ; 
becauſe in the Worſhip of Gad they wholly 
ceaſe ro - be indifferenc, He that Worſhips 
God does it with deſign to pleaſe him, and 
| procure his Favour. But that cantor be 
done by hit, Who, upon rhe command of 
afiother ,-' offers. unto God that which 'he 
knows will be difpleafing to him, becauſe 
ner commanded by hjmſelf. This 1s nor to 
pleaſe God, or appeafe "his Wrath , 'but 
willingly and knowingly ro provoke him, 


; S by a manifeſt Contempr 3 Which is a thing 


abſolarely repugnahr ro the nature and end, 
Ems EH. 

-* Bur it will' here be 4$ked : 1f nothing be- 
longing ' to Divine Worſhip be left ' to human 
Diſcretion, how' is tt then that Churches 
themſelves have the Power of ordering . ty 
4 ing 
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thing about the Tim? and Place of Worſhip, 
and the ike ? To this I anſwer 3 That in 
Religious Worſhip we muſt diſtinguiſh be. 
tween what is part of the Worſhip it ſelf, 
and what 4s but a Circumſtance. That is a 
part of. the Worſhip which 1s believed. to be 
dppointed by God, and to, be well-pleafing 
to him ; and therefore char .is neceſſary. 
Circumſtances are ſuch things which, tho' 1n 
eneral they-cannot be ſeparated from Wor- 
ip, yer the particular inſtances or modih- 
cations of chem are not determined ; and 
therefore they are indifferent. Of rhis ſort 
are the Time and - Place of, Worſhip, the 
Habit and Poſture of him, that. worſhips. 
Theſe are Circumſtances, and. perfeQtly 1n- 
different, where God has not given: any ex- 
preſs Command about them. For example ; 
Amongſt rhe Jews, the Time and Place of 
their Worſhip, and the Habits, of thoſe that 
officiated in it, were not meer Circumſtan» 
ces, bur a part of rhe. Worſhip. it ſelf 3, in 
which if any rhing were: defettive, or dif- 
ferent from: the Inftiturion, they could, not, 
hope thar it would be accepred by God, 
Bur theſe, to. Chriſtians under: the liberty 
of the Goſpel, are meer. Circumſtances of 
Worſhip ,...which/ the Prudence of every 
Church may bring into ſuch ute as,:ſhall; be 
judged moſt. ſabſervient to.che end,of Order, 
Decency,, and 'Edification. .. Tho' even, uns 
der the Goſpel alſo, thoſe. who believe. the 
Firſt, or the Seventh. Day, to te ſer apart 
| God, 


of 
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ſhip, | God, and conſecyared fill ro his Worſhip 5 
£ inf cothem char portion of Time 1s not a fim- 
1 be- | ple Circumſtance, bur a real Parr of Divine 
Worlhip, which.can neither be changed no 
; 1s 2] neglected. [ol | 
o be] .: In the next place : As the Magiſtrate has 
ſing | no Power to impoſe by his Laws, the uſe 
ary. | of any Rites and Ceremonies in any Churchz 
o'in | ſo neither has he any Power to forbid the 
Vor- | uſe of ſuch Rires and Ceremonies as are al- 
difi- f ready received, approved, and praiſed by 
and f| any Church. Becauſe if he did ſo, he 
ſort | would deſtroy the Church ir ſelf; the end 
the J of whoſe Inſtiturion is only ro worſhip God 
11ps. # with freedem, after irs own manner. 
'10-f., Youwill ſay, by this Rule, if ſome Con- 
ex- {| gregations ſhould have a mind to ſacrifice 
ale: | Infants, or ( as the Primitive Chriſtians 
e of | were falſly accuſed ) Iuſifully pollute them- 
thac | ſelves in promiſcuous Uncleanneſs , or pra» 
ans { Riſe any other ſuch heinous Enormitics, is 
..in | the Magiſtrate obliged to tolerate them, he- 
dif- | cauſe they are committed in 2 Religious Af- 
not | ſembly ? I anſwer, No. Theſe things are 
od, | not lawful in the ordirary courſe of life, 
rty | nor in any private houſe 3 and therefore 
of \, neither are they ſo in the Worſhip of God, 
ery | or inany Religious Mecting. Bur indeed if 
: | any People congregared upon account of 
er, | Religion, ſhould be: defirous ro ſacrifice a 
an+ | Calf, I deny char That ought ro be proht 
the | bited by x Law. Melibews, whoſe Calf it is, 
by | - may lawfullykill his og Calf at home, _ 
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burn any parr of it thar he thinks 'fir: For 
Ho Injury 1s thereby done to any one, ' no 

ejudice to another man's Goods. And for 
the” ſame reaſon 'he miay kill his: Calf alſo 
In a Religious Meeting. Whether 'the do- 
Bp ſo be well-pleafing to God, or no, it 
S their_ part to confider that do ir.” The 
Pore of the Magiſtrate is only to 'take care 

wr the Commor-wealth receive no preju- 
dice, and thar' there be* no Injury done 


to any man, either in Life or Eſtate. And 


thus what may be ſpent on a Feaſt, may 
be ſpent on a Sacrifice. ' Bur if peradven- 
ture -ſuch were the ſtate of 'things , that 
the Intereſt. of the Commor: wealth requi- 
red all ſlaughter 'of Beaſts ſhould be forborn 
for ſome ' while, in order to the increaſing 
of the Stock of Catrel, thar had been de> 
ſtroyed by ſome extraordinary Murrain; 
Who ſees not that the Magiſtrate, 'in ſuch 
a caſe, 'may forbid all his Subjes to kill 
any Calves for any uſe whatſoever ? Only 
*tis to be obſerved, that in this caſe the 
Law is not made about a. Religious, but a 
Political matrer ; nor is the Sacrifice, but 
a ann ca of Calves thereby prohi- 
ire [ 


By this we ſee what difference there-is 


between the Church and the Common- 
wealth. Wharſoever is lawful in the Com- 
mon-wealth, cannor be prohibited by the 
Magiſtrate in the Church. Wharſoever 1s 
permitted unto any one of his my" 

k 2 we 
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for their ordinary uſe, neither can, nor 
ought to be forbidden by him to any Se&t 
of People for their Religious Uſes. If any 
man may lawfully rake Bread or Wine, El- 
ther ſitting or kneeling, in his own houſe, 
the Law ought not to abridge him of the 
ſame Liberty in his Religious Worſhip 3 
though in the Church the uſe of Bread 
and Wine be very different, and be there 
applied to the Myſteries of Faith, and 


* Rices of Divine Worſhip. But thoſe things 


that are prejudicial ro the Common weal 
of a People in their ordinary uſe, and are 
therefore forbidden by Laws, thoſe things 
ought not ro be permitted to Churches in 
their Sacred Rites. Only the Magiſtrate 
ought always to be very careful, that he 
do not miſuſe . his Authority , to the op- 
preſſion of any Church, under .pretence 
of publick Good. 

It may be ſaid ; What if a Church be [dola- 
trous, 7s that alſo to be tolerated by the Magi» 
ftrate ? In anſwer, I ask 3: What Power can 
be given to the Magiſtrate for the ſuppreſſion 
of an Idolatrous Church, which may nor, 
in time and place, be made uſe of ro the 
ruine of an Orchodox one ? For it muſt be 
remembred that the Civil Power 15 the fame 
every where , and the Religion of every 
Prince 15 Orthodox to himſelf. ; If therefore 
ſuch a Power be granted unto rhe Civil Ma- 
giſtrate-in Spiritaals, as that at Geneva' (for 
Example ) he may extirpare, by. Violence 

C 2 and 


48A Letter concerning Tolerat ion. 
-and Blood, the Religion which is there xe- 
pured Idolatrrous; by the fame Rule anos 
-cher Magiſtrate, in ſome neighbouring Coun- 
-try, may oppreſs the Reformed Religion 3 
.and, in Jngia, the Chriſtian, The Civil 
Power can etther change every thing in Re- 
ligion, according to the Prince's pleaſure, 
or it can chauge nothing, It it be once 
permitted to introduce any thing into Reli- 
gion, by che means of Laws and Peralties, 
there can he no bounds pur to it ; bur i 
avill 10 the ſame mauner be lawful to alter 
every thing , according to thar Rule of 
Truth which the Magiſtrace has framed un- 
#0 himſelf. No man wharſoever ought there- 
Fore to be deprived of his Terreſtrial Enjoy- 
amnenes, upon account of his Religion. Not 
even Americans, ſubjeted unto a Chriſtian 


Prince, are to be puniſhed either in Body: 


or Goods, for not imbracing our Faith and 


Worſhip. If they are perſwaded that they { 


Pleaſe God in obſerving the Rites of their 
<wn Country, and that they ſhall obtain 
Happineſs by that means, they are to be 
lefr unto God and themſelyes. Let us trace 
this matrer to the bottom. Thus it is. An 
Inconſiderable and weak number of Chri- 
Nians, deſtirute of every thing, arrive in a 
Pagan Countrey. Theſe Foreigners beſeech 
the Inhabitants, by the bowels of Humant- 
ty, that they would ſuccour them with the 
mneceſaries of Life. Thoſe neceffaries are 
given them 3 Habitations are granted ; - 

they 


- 


— 


ky 


A Letter concerning Toleration. 49 


they all joyn' together, and grow up into' 
one Body of People. The Chriſtian Reli- 

gion by this means rakes root in that Coun» 

trey, and ſpreads ir ſelf z bur does not ſud+ 

denly grow the ſtrongeſt. While things are 

ih this condition, Peace, Friendſhip, Faith, 

and equal Juſtice, are preſerved amongſt. 
them. Arlength the Magiſtrate becomes 2 

Chriſtian, and by thar means their Party be- 
comes the moſt powerful. Then immediate» 
ly all Compatts are to be broken, all Civil 
Rights to be violated, that Idolacry may he 
extirpated ; And unleſs theſe innocent Pa-- 
gans, ſtri& Obſervers of the Rules of Equity 
and of the Lzw of Nature,& ro ways offend- 
ing againſt the Laws cf the Society, I fay un- 
teſs they will forſake their ancient Religion, 
and embrace a new and ſtrange one, they are 
ro be turned our of the Lands and Poſſeſhons 
of cheir Forefathers, and perhaps deprived of 
Life ir ſelf. Then ar laſt ic appears what Zeal 
for the Church, joyned with the defire of 
Dominion, 1s capable to produce z and how 
eaſilv the pretence of Religion, and of the 
care of Souls, ſerves for a Cloak to Coyetouſs 
neſs, Rapine,and Ambirion. 

Now whoſoever maintains that Idolatry is 
ro be rooted ovrt of any place by Laws, Pu- 
mſhments, Fire, and Sword, may apply this 
Story to himſclf. For che reaſon of the thin 
is equal, both in America and Europe, A 
neither Pagans there, nor any Diſlerting 
Ehriſtians here, can with any right be de- 
9:4 C.3: prived 
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prived of their worldly Goods, by the pre- 
dominating FaRion of a Courc-Church : nor 
are any Civil Rights to be either changed or 
violated upon ' account of Religion in one 
place more than another. 

Bur Hdolatry ( ſay ſome ) #s a Sin, and 
therefore not to be tolerated, If they 
ſaid, it were therefore to be avoided, rhe 
Inference were good. Bur ir does nor 
foilow, that becauſe it 1s a Sin, it ought 
therefore to be puniſhed by rhe Magittrace, 
For it does not belong unto the Mapiftrate 
to make uſe of his Sword in Puniſhirg every 
thing, inditferently, that he rakes ro be a 
Sin againſt God. Covetouſneſs, Unchari- 
tablenets, Idleneſs, and many other things 
are fins, by the conſent of all men, which 
yet no man ever ſaid were to be puniſh» 
ed by the Magiſtrate. - The reaſon is, be- 
cauſe they are nor prejudicial to other 
mens Rights, nor do they break the pub- 
Tick Peace of Societies, Nay, even the 
Sins of Lying, and Perjury, are no where 
puniſhable by Laws ; unleſs in certain caſes, 
in which the real Turpitude of the thing, 
and the Offence againſt God, are not con- 
fidered, bur only the Injury done unto 
mens Neighbours, and ro the Common- 
wealch. And what if in another Country, 
ro a Mahumetan, cr a Pagan Prince, the 
Chriſtian Religion ſeem faiſe and offenſive 
to God; may not the Chriſtians , for the 
fame reaſon, and afcer thr ſame manner, 
be extirpated there? Bur 


L- 
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. But -it- may be, urged. further}, ;'7hat by: 
the.. Law. of Moſes ,-, Jdblaters. were to be 
rogted out. True indeed, by - the: Law of 
Mes :;.. Bur - that -is- not obligatory - to- us 
Chriſtians, No ;body- pretends: that every 
thing, generally, enjoyned by the Law of 
Moſes, ought to be praftiſed by Chriſti- 
ans. Bur there is nothing more; frivolous 
than that common .diſtintion.of Moral, Ju- 
dicjal, and Ceremonial Law ,; which men 
ordinarily make: yfe, of. For no +paſuve, 
Law , whatſoever y/;can oblige any People. 
bur thoſe to whom it is-given. Aeay-0 
Iſrael ſufficiently reſtrains rhe Obligation 
of the Law .of Myſes only to that People; 
And this Conſideration alone 1s Anſwer. 
enough unto thoſe chat urge rhe Authority 
of the Law of Moſes 3 for the infliting of 
Capital Puniſhmenrs upon Idolaters. : Bur 


| howeyer, I will examine this Argument @ 


litrle more particularly, | 
The Caſe of Idolaters, in reſpe& of the 
Fewiſh Common-wealch, falls under a dou- 


, ble Conſideration. The firſt is, of thoſe, 


Who, being iniriated in the Moſaical Rites, 
and made Citizens of that Common-wealth, 
did- afrerwards apoſtatize from the Wor- 
ſhip -of the God of Iſrael. Theſe were 
proceeded againſt as Traytors and Rebels, 
guilty of no leſs than High Treaſon. For 
the Common-wealch of the Fews , differenc 
in thart from all others, was an abſolute 
Theocracy 3. nor- was there, or could there - 


C4 


42 A Leiter concerning Toleration. 
be, any difference berweert that Comtnon- 
wealrh 'and the Chirch, -- The Laws eſta- 
bliſhed- rhete concerning! the Worfhip of 
One: Invifibke 'Deity, were the Civil: Laws 
of that People, and a+ parc of their Politi- 


cal Government; in which God himſelf | 


was the Legiflator. Now if .any one can 
ſhew me where there. is a Commonwealth; 
ar this time, <ofiſtituted upon thar Founda- 
tion, I wilt acknowledg that the . Eccleſia- 
ical 'Laws do' there- unavoidably become a 
part of the Civil 3 and that the Subjeds of 
thar-Government both may, and ought ro 
be kepr in firit conformity with thar 
Church, by the Civil Power. Bur there is 
abſolurely no ſuch rhing, under the Goſpel, 
as a Chriſtian Commonwealth. ' There are, 
indeed, many Citics'and Kingdoms: rhat have 
embraced the Faith of Chriſt ; but they have 


retained rheir- ancient Form of Govern- | 


ment; with which the Law of Chriſt 
hath not at all med!ed. He, indeed, hath 
taughr men how, by Faith and good Works, 
they may attain Erernal Life. Bur he inſti- 
tuted no Commonwealrh. © He preſcribed 
unto! his Followers no new- and peculiar 


Form of 'Goyernment; Nor pur he the * 


Sword into any Magiſtrate Hand , ''wirth 
Commiſſion ro make - ufe of it in forcing” 
men ro forſake their fornier Religion, and 
receive his, 
Secomdly, Foreigners , and -ſueh as-were 
Strangers to- the - Commonwealth of Iſrael , 
\ hea were 


—_— 
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were not compell'd by force to obſerve 
the Rites of the H/arical Law. Burt, on 
the contrary, in the very ſame place, where 
it 1s ordered, that an I/rae- 


_ line , that was an Idolater, Exod, 22.20, 


ſhrld be put to death, there 21. 
cis provided, that Stran- 
gers ſh1.ld not be wexed nor oppreſſed. IT 
confeſs, that the Seven Nations, that 
poſſeſt the Land which was promiſed ro 
the Iſraelites, were utterly ro be: car off, 
Bur this was not fingly becauſe rhey 
were Idolaters. For , it that had been 
the Reafon 3 Why were the Moabites, and 
other Nations to be ſpared ? No, the Rea- 
ſon is this. God being in a pecuhar man- 
ner the King of the Jews, he could nor 
ſuffer the Adoration of any ocher Deity, 
C which was properly an A& of ' High 
Treaſon againſt himſelf) in the Land of 
Canaan , which was his Kingdom. For 
ſuch a- manifeſt Revolt could no ways con- 
fiſt with his Dominion, which was perfealy 
Political, im that Country, All Idolacry 
was therefore to be rooted out 'of the. 
Bounds of his Kingdom ; becaufe it was an. 
acknowledgment of another God 3 rhat is 
ro ſay, another King ; agaimt rhe Laws of. 
Empire, The Inhabirants were alſo to be 
driven out, that the. entire poſſeſſion of . 
the Land ' might -be given ro the Iſraelites. 
And for the like Reafon, the Emims, and 
the Horims were driven out of their Cour- 
Cs. TIES,.., 
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tries, by the Children of Eſau and 
Deut, 2. Let; and their Lands, upon rhe 
ſame grounds , given by God to 
the Invaders. Bur though all Idolatry was 


.thus rooted our of the Land of Canaan, yet 
every Idolater was nor brought ro Execu- 


tion. The whole Family of Rahab, the 


whole Nation of the Gibeonites , arricled 
with 7oſhaah, and were allowed by Treaty: 
and there were many Captives amongſt the 
Fews, who were Idolaters. David and $9 
lomon ſubdued many Countries without the 
Confines of the Land of Promiſe, and car- 
ried their Conqueſts as far as Euphrates, 
Amongſt ſo many Caprtives taken, ſo ma- 
ny. Nations reduced under their Obedience, 
-we find not one man forced into the Jew- 
1th Religion,- and the Worſhip of the True 
God ; and puniſhed for Idolatry ; though all 


of them were certainly guilry of ic. If } 


any one indeed, becoming a Proſelyte, de- 
fired to be made a Deniſon of their Com- 
monwealch, he was obliged ro ſubmir unto 
their Laws ; thar is, ro embrace their Relt- 
gion. 'Bur chis he did willingly, on his own 
accord, not by conſtraint. He did not 


unwilingly ſubmir, co ſhew his Obedience; * 


Bur he ſought and ſolliciced for it, as a 
Privilege 3 And as ſoon as he was admitted, 
he became ſubje& ro rhe Laws of the Com= 
monwealthz by which all Idolatry was 


forbidden within the Borders of the Land | 


of Canaan» But that Law { as —— 
i 
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did not reach-co any of thoſe Regions, 
however ſubjzeted unro the Jews, that were 
fituated without thoſe Bounds, 

Thus far concerning outward Worſhip, 
Let us now conſider Articles of Faith, 

The Articles . of Religion are ſome of 


| them Praftical; and ſome Speculative. Now, 


tho* both ſorts. conſiſt in the Knowledge of 
'Truth, yer theſe terminate ſimply in- the 
Linderſtanding, Thoſe influence the Will 
and Manners, Speculative Opinions, there- 
fore, and Articles of Faith (as they are cal- 
led) which are required only to be believed, 
cannot be impoſed on any, Church by -the 
Law of. the Land-. For- ir -is abſurd thar 
things ſhould be enjoyned -by Laws, which 
Are not- in mens power to ;perform. And 
to believe this or that co be true, does nor 
depend upon our Will. Bur of this enough 
has been ſaid already- Bur ( will ſome ſay) 
let men art leaft profeſs that they ; believe. 
Aſweer. Religion indeed, that obliges men 
ro difſemble, and tell [Lyes both: to: God 
and- Man. for the: Salvation. of their Souls! 
If the Magiſtrate thinks ro ſave men thus, 
he ſeems to underſtand little of rhe. way 
of Salvation. - And if he does it not in or- 
der to ſave them; Why is he fo ſollicitous 
about the Articles of- Faith as ro,enat chem 
by a Law ? | 
* Further, The Magiſtrate +ought not ta 
forbid the, Preaching or Proteſimg of any 
Speculative. Opinions 1n 'any Church; bey 
cauſe 


cauſe they have no'manner/of -relation to 
the Civil Rights of the Subje&s. If a Ro- 
man Catholick believe that to. be really 
the Body of Chriſt, which another man 
calls Bread, he does no injury thereby to his 
Neighbour, If a Jew do not believe the 
New. Teftament to be the Word of God, 


he- does not thereby alcer- any thing in. 


mens Civil Rights. 'If a Heathen doubt of 
both Teſtaments, he is not therefore to be 
puniſhed as a pernicious Chkizen. The 
Pewer of the Magiſtrate, and the Eſtates of 
the People, may be equally ſecure, whether 
any 'man believe theſe-thi or no. I 
readily grant, thar' theſe Opinions are falſe 
and abſurd, Bur the 'bufineſs of. Laws is not 
to provide for the Truth of Opinions, but 
for the Safery and Security of the Common- 
| wealth, and of every particular mans Goods 
and Perſon. And ſo it ought to be. For 
Truth certainly would- do well enough, if 
ſhe were once left, to ſhifr for her Self. She 

ſeldom has received, -and I fear never will 

receive, much Aſſiſtance from the Power of 
Great men; to whom ſhe is bur rarcly 

known, and more rarely welcome, She is 

not taught by Laws, nor has ſhe any need 

of Force to procure her entrance into the 

minds of men. Errors indeed prevail by 

the afliſtance of forreign and borrowed Suc- 

eours, But if Truth makes not her way 

into the Underſtanding by her own Light, 

ſhe will be bur che weaker for any _ 

row 
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-fowed force Violence can add to her, Thus 
-much- for Specularive ' Opinions. Ler us 
now proceed to Prattical ones. 

A Good Life, in which conſiſts not the 
leaſt part of Religion and true Piety, con- 
cerns alſo the Civil Government ; and 1t1 ir 
lies the ſafery both- of Mens Souls, and of 
the Commonwealth, Moral AZions belo 
therefore to the Jurildiftion both of the 
outward: and inward Court ; both of the 
Civil and Domeſtick ' Governor; I mean, 
both of the Magiſtrare and Conſcience, 
Here therefore is great danger, leaſt one of 
theſe Juriſdictions imtrench upon the other, 
and Diſcord: ariſe between the Keeper of 
the publick Peace, and the Overſeers of 


_ Souls. Bur if what has been already ' faid 


concerning the Limits of both thele Go- 
yernments be rightly conſidered,” it will 
eaſily remove all difficulry in this mar- 
ter. 

Every man has an Immortal Soul, capable 
of Eternal Happineſs or Miſery 3 whoſe 
Happineſs depending upon his believing 
and doing thoſe things in this Life, which 
are neceffary to the obtaining of Gods Fa- 


T vour, and are preſcribed by God to that 


end; it follows from thence, 1ft, That 
the obſervance of theſe things is the high- 


' eſt Obligation that lies upon Mankind, and 


that our utmoſt - Care, Application, and Di- 


' | -Tigence, ought to be exercifed in the Search 


and Performance of them ; Becauſe there 
35 
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is nothing in this World that is of any con- 
ſideration in compariſon wich Erernity, 
2dly, Thar ſeeing one Man does not vio- 
late the Right of another, by his. Errone- 
ous Opinions, and undue manner of Wor« 
ſhip, nor is his Perdirion any prejudice to 
_another Mans- Afﬀairs ; therefore the care 


of each Mans Salvation belongs only to 


-himſelf, Bur I would nor have this un- 
.derſtood, as if I meanr hereby to con- 
demn all charitable Admonirtions, and af- 
fe&ionate Endeavours to reduce Men from 
[Errors 3 which are indeed the greateſt Du- 
ty of a Chriſtian, Any one may employ 
as many Exhorrtations and- Arguments as 


he pleaſes, rowards the promoting of ano- | 


ther man's Salvation. Burt all Force and 
Compulſion are to be forborn, © Nothing 
15 to be done 1mperiouſly. No body is 0- 


bliged in that matter to yield Obedience } 


unto the Admonitions or InjunGions of a- 
nother, further than he himſelf is per- 
ſwaded. Every man, in thar, has the ſu- 
preme and abſolute Authoriry of judging 
for himſelf. And the Reaſon is, becauſe 
no body elſe is concerned in ir, nor can 
receive any prejudice from his Condut 
therein. 

Bur beſides their Souls, which are Im- 
'mortal, Men have alſo their; Temporal 
Lives here upon Earth ; the State where- 
ef being frail and feeting, and. the dura- 
tion uncertain 3 they have necd of ſeveral 
outward 
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outward Conveniences to the ſupport there- 
of, which are to be procured or preſer- 
ved by Pains and Induſtry. For thoſe things 
chat are neceſſary ro the comfortable ſup- 
port of our Lives, are not the ſpontaneous 
Produ&s of Nature, nor do offer themſclves 
fir and prepared for our uſe, This part 
therefore draws 'on another care, and nes» 
ceſlarily gives another Imploymenr, But 
the pravity of Mankind being ſuch, that 


| they had rather injuriouſly prey upon the 


Fruits of other Mens Labours, than take 
pains to provide for themſelves ; the ne- 
ceſliry of preſerving Men in the Pofleſſion 
of whar honeſt induſtry has already acqui- 
red ; and alſo of preſerving their Liberty 
and Strength, whereby they may acquire 
whar they further want; obliges Men to 
enter into Society with one another ; thar 
by murual Aſſiſtance, and joint Force, they 
may ſecure unto each other their Proprie=- 
ties, in the things that- contribure ro the 


' Comfort and Happineſs of rhis Lite ; leaving 


in the mean while ro every Man the care 
of his own Eternal Happineſs, the atrain- 
ment whereof can neither be faciliated 
by another Mans Induſtry , nor can the 
loſs of ir turn to another Mans Prejudice, 
nor the hope of ir be forced from him by any 
excernal Violence, Bur foraſmuch as Men 
thus entring into Societies, grounded upon 
their mutual Compatts of Afﬀiſtance, for 
the Defence of their Temporal Goods, may 
NEVET» 
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by the -Rapine and- Fraud of their Fellow- 
Cicizeps, or by the hoſtile Violence of For- 
rejgnersz the Remedy of this Evil conſiſts 
in Arms, Riches, and Multitude of Citizens; 
the Remedy of the other im Laws; and 
the Care of all things relating both ro the 
.one and the other, is committed by the 
Society. ro the Civik Magiſtrate. Fhis is 


the Original, this is the Uſe, and theſe are 


the Bounds of the Legiſlative ( which is 
the Supreme ) Power, in every Common- 
wealch. I mean, that Provifion may be 
made for the Security of each Mans pri- 
yate Poſlefions; for the Peace, Riches, and 
-publick Commodities of the whole People ; 
and, as much as poflible, for the Increafe 
of their inward Strength, againſt Forreign 
Invaſions. 


Theſe things being thus explain'd, it 1s - 


eafie ro underſtand ro what end the Legiſ(- 
lative Power ought to be direed, and by 
what Meaſures regulated 3 and that is the 
Temporal Good: and outward Proſperity of 
the Society; which is the ſole Reafon of 
Mens entring into Society , and the only 
thing they ſeckand aimarin ir. And ir js 
alſo evident what Liberty remains to Men 
in reference to their eternal Salvation; and 
that is, that every one ſhould do what he 
in his Conſcience is perſwaded to be ac- 
ceptable ro the Almighty, on whoſe :good 
pleaſure and acceptance depends his m 
na 


nevertheleſs be deprived of them, either 


_ 


= 
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| nal fappineſs.! For Obetlience is due in 
| the firſt place to God, ahd afterwards to 
che Laws. '3 of | 

-- Bur ſome may ask,, What-if, the Magiſtrate 
fhould emoyy any thing by his Authority that ap- 
pears unlawful to the Conſcience of # private 
Perſon ? 1 anſwer, That if Government 
be faithfully adminiſtred, and the Counſcls 
of the Magiſtrate be , indeed direed to the 
publick Good ,, this will ſeldom happen. 
Bur if perhaps it do fo fail out ; \I ſay, thar 
ſuch a private Perſon is to abſtain from the 
Action thar he judges unlawful-; and he is to 
undergo the Puniſhment, which 1t 1s not 
unlawtul for him ro bear, For the private 
Judgment of any Perſon concerning a Law 
enacted in Political Matters, for. che pub» 
lick Good, does not take away the Obliga 
tion of that Law, nor deſerve a Diſpenfari- 
on. Bur if the Law indeed be concerning 
rhinps char lie not- within the Verge of the 
Magiſtrate's Authority 3 ( as for Example,thar 
the People, or any Farty amongſt them, 
ſhould be compell'd ro embrace a ſtrange 
Religion, and join in rhe Worſhip and Ce» 
remonies of another Church, ) men are not 
in theſe cafes obliged by that Law, againſt 
their Conſciences. For the Political Socte- 
ty. is infticured for no other end bur only 
ro ſecure every mans Pofſefſion of the things 
of this life. The care of each mans Soul, 
and of the things of Heaven, which neither 
does belong to. the Commanyealth., nor 
can 
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But what if the Magiftrate believe that he 


can be ſubjefted to ir, 1s lefe entirely ro 
every mans ſeif, Thus the ſafeguard of 
mens lives, and of the things that belong 
unto this life, 1s'the buſineſs of rhe Com- 
monwealth ; and the preſerving of thoſe 
things unto their Owners is rhe Duty of the 
Magiſtrate, And therefore the Magiſtrate 
cannot take away theſe worldly things from 
this man, or party, and give them to that; 
nor change Propriety amongſt Fellow-Sub- 
jeQs, ( no nor even by a Law ) for a cauſe 
that has no relation ro the end of Civil 
Government ; I mean, for their Religion 3 
which whether ir be true or falſe, does no 
prejudice to the worldly concerns of their 
Fellow-SubjeQs, which are the things that 
only belong unto the care of the Common- 
wealch. 

But what if the Magiſtrate believe ſuch a 


Law as this to be for the publick Good? I 


anſwer : As the private Judgment of a- 
ny particular Perſon, if erroneous, does not 
exempr him from the obligation of Law, 
ſo the private Judgment (as I may callir) 
of the Mapiſtrate does nor give him any 
new'Right of impoſing Laws upon his Sub- 
jets z which neither was in the Conſtitution 
of the Government granted him, nor ever 
was in the power of the. People to grant 3 
and leaſt of all, if he make ir his buſineſs to 
enrich and advance his Followers and 
Fellow-ſeRaries, with the Spoils of others. 


has 
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has a Right to make ſuch Laws, and that 
they are for the publick Good 53 and his 
Subjefts believe the contrary ? Who ſhall 
be Tudge between them? I anſwer, God 
alone, For there is no Judge upon earth 
berween the Supreme Magiſtrate and the 
People. God, I ſay, is the only Judge in 
this caſe, who will retribute unto every one 
ar the laſt day according to his Deſcres 3 thar 
is, according to his fincericy and upright- 
neſs, in endeavouring to promote Piety, 
and the publick Weal and Peace of Man- 
kind, But what ſhall be done in the mean 
while ? T anſwer: The principal and chief 
care of every one ought to be of his own 
Soul firſt, and it: the next place of the pub- 
lick Peace : tho' yer there are very few 
will chink *ris Peace there, where they ſee 
all lajd waſte. 

There are two ſorts of Conteſts amongſt 


| Men, the one manag'd by Law, the other 


by Force : and rheſe are of that nature, 
that where the one ends, the other always 
begins. Bur ir is not my buſineſs to in- 


'quire into the Power of che Magiſtrate in 


the different Conſtitutions of Nations. I on- 


Þ ly know what uſually happens where Con- 


troverſjes ariſe, without a Judge to derer- 
mine them. You will fay then the Magi- 
ſtrare being the ſtronger will have his Will, 
and carry his point» Withour doubr. Bur 
the Qneſtion is not here concerning the 
doubtfulneſs of the Event, but the Rule of 
Riohr. Bur 
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-* But to come to particulars: F ſay, Firſt, 
No Opinions contrary to:-human Society, 
or to thofe moral Rules which are -neceſ- 
ſary to the preſervation of Civil Society, 
are to be tolerated by the Magiſtrare. But 
of theſe indeed Examples in any Church are 


rare. Forno6Se& can eaſily arrive to ſacha 3Z 


degree of madneſs, as rhat ic ſhould think 
fir to reach, for Docrines of R:ligion, ſuch 
things as manifeſtly undermine the Foun- 
dations of Society, and are therefore 
condemned by the judgment of all Mankind: 
bccauſe rheir own Intereſt, Peace, Reputa- 


tion, every Thing, would be thereby en- f 


dangered. 

- Another more ſecret Evil, but more 
dangerous ro the Commonwealth, is, when 
men arrogare to themſelves, and to thoſe of 
their own SeR, ſome peculiar Preropative, 


covered over witha ſpecicus ſhew of deceir- | 


ful words, bur in effet oppoſne to the 
Civil Right of the Community.” For Ex- 
ample. We cannot find any Sect that 
teaches expreſly, and openly, that Men are 
'not obliged to keep their Promiſe ; that 
Princes may be dethroned by thoſe that differ 
from them in Religion 3 or that the Domi- 
nion of all things belongs only to themſelves. 
For theſe things, propoſed thus nakedly and 
plainly, would ſoon draw on them rhe 
Eye and Hand of the Magiſtrate, and 
awaken all the care of rhe Commonwealth 
to a watchfulneſs azainſt the ſpreading - 
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ſo dangerous an Evil. But nevertheleſs, 
awe find thoſe that ſav the ſame things, in 
other words, What elſe do they mean, who 
teach that Faith is not to be kept with Heres 
ticbs 2 Their meanivg, forfooth, -is tharthe 
priviledge of breaking Faith belongs unto 


- themſelves: For they declare all char are por 


of their Communion ro be Herericks, or at 
leaſt may declare them ſo whenſoever they 
think fir, What can be the meaning of their 
aſſerting that Kings excommunicated forfert 
their Crowns and Kingdoms ? Tt 1s evident 
that they thereby arrogare unto themſelves 
the Power of depohing Kings : becauſe 


they-challenge the Power of Excommmuni- 


cation, as the peculiar Righr' of their Hier« 
rarchy. That Dominion is founded in Grace, 
is alſo an Afﬀertion by which thoſe that 
maintain jt do plainly lay claim to the 


| poſſefſion of all things, For they are not 


fo wanting to themſclves as not to belteve, 
or at leaſt as not to profeſs, themſelves to 
be the truly pious and faichful, Theſe 
therefore, and the like, who atrribute unto 
the-Fairhful, Religious and Orthodox ; that 
is, in plain terms, unto themielves 3; any 
peculiar Priviledge or Power above other 
Mortals, in Civil Concernments; or who, 
upon pretence of Religion, do challenge 
any manner of. Authority over ſuch as 
are not affociared with them in their Eccles 
fiaſtical Communion; I ſay theſe haye 'no 
right: to be rolerared by the Magiſtrate 3 as 

neither 


the Duty of tolerating All men in matrers 
of meer Religion. For what do all theſe 
and the like Dodrines ſignific, but that thoſe 
Men may, and are ready upon any occaſion 
to ſeiſe the Government, and pofleſs them- 
ſelves of the Eſtates and Fortunes of their 
Fellow-Subje&s5 - and that they only ask 
leave to be tolerated by the Magiſtrate fo 
long , until they find themſelves ſtrong 
enough to efte& it? 

Again 3 That Church can have no right to 
be tolerated by the Magiſtrate, which is 
conſticured upon ſuch a bottom, that all 
thoſe who enrer into it, do thereby, pf 
fatto, deliver themſelves up to the ProteQi- 
on and Service of another Prince. For by 
this means the Magiſtrate would give way to 
the ſettling of a foreign Juriſdition in his 
own Country, and ſuffer his own People to 
be liſted, as ir were, for Soldiers againſt 
his own Goyernment. Nor does the fri- 
volous and : fallacious diſtin&tion berween 
the Court and the Church afford any reme- 
dy to this Inconvenience eſpecially when 
both che one and the other are equally ſub- 


ze to the abſolute Aurthoriry of the ſame 


Perſon; who has not only power to per- 
ſwade the Members of his Church to whart- 
ſoever he liſts, (ecicher as purely Religious, 
or as in order thereunto) but can alſo enjoyn 
ic them on pain of Eternal Fire, It is 
ridiculous for any one to profeſs himſelf un 
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neither thoſe that will nor own and teach] 


in every thing elſe a faithful Subje& to a 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate , whilſt at the ſame 
time he acknowledges himſelf bound to 
yield . blind obedience , to] the _ Muftz of 
Conſtantinople 3 who himſelf is insIrely obe- 

frames 


4b ond 


tolerated. ; 
Ir remains that I ſay ſomething concern» 


ivg thoſe Aſſemblies, which being vulgarly 
called 
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'be 1a Mahumetan- only :in - his Religion, but 
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called, and perhaps having 'ſomerimes 
been Convent icles, ahd Nurſeries of Fa&ions 
and Sedirions, are thoughc to afford the 


ſtrongeſt matrer of QbjeRion againſt this |. 


Dodrine of Tolerarion. . Bur this has not 
hepned by any thing peculiar unro.the Ges 
nius of 'ſuch} Aſſemblies, 'bur by che -unhap» 
py Circumſtances of an oppreſſed or ill 
ſerled' Liberty. Theſe Accuſations would 
foon ecaſe, if} the Law of Toleration 
were- once ſo fſerled, that all Churches 
were obliged to lay down Toleration as 
the' Foundation of their own Liberty; and 
teach thar Libecty of Conſcience is every 


mans - natural Right, equally - belonging }. 


co Diffemters as to themſelves 5 and 
that no body ought to -be compelled in 
mareers- of Religion, either by Law or 
Force. The Eſtabliſhment of this one 
thing would take away all ground of Com- 
plainrs and Tamults upon account of Con- 
ſcience, And theſe Caufes of Diſcontents 
and Animoſities being once removed, there 
would remain nothing in theſe Afﬀemblics 
that were nor more peaceable, and. leſs apt 
to produce Diſturbance of Srare, than in any 
other Meerings whatſoever. Bur letus ex- 
amine particularly the Heads of theſe Accula- 

tions. | 
You'll fay, Thar Aſſemblies and Meetings 
endanger the Publick Peace, and threaten the 
Communwealth, T anſwer : If this be fo, 
Why'dve there daily fuch numerous Meet- 
| ings 


| 


| 
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ings in Markers, and Courrs of Judicature ? 
Why are'Crowds upon the Exchange, and 
a Concourſe of People in Ciries ſuffered ? 
(You'll reply 3 Theſe are Civil Aﬀembhies 3 
bur Thoſe that we objeR againſt are Eccleti- 
aſtical. 'I anſwer : 'Tis' a likely thing in- 
deed, that ſuch Aſſemblies as are alrogerher 
xemore from- Civil Aﬀairs, ſhould be. moſt 
apt co embroyl them, O, bur Civil” Af- 
ſemblies are compoſed of men that differ 
from one another in matters of Religion 
bur theſe Eccleſiaſtical Meerings are of Per- 
ſons thar are all-of one Opimon. ' As if 'an 
Apreement in matters of: Religion, were in 


effe& a-Conſpiracy againſt -the -Common- 


wealch; or as if men would not be'ſfo-much 
the more warmly unanimous in Religion, the 
leſs liberty they had of Afſembling. Bur irc 
will be urged ſtill, That Civil Aſſemblies 
are open, and free for any one to enter int- 
to; whereas Relipious Conventicles- ate 
more private, and thereby pive opportunity 
to - Clandeſtine Machinarions.' F anſwet, 
Thar this is nor ſtrifly true : For many Civil 
Aſſemblies are not open to every one, And 
if ſome Religious Meetings be private, Who 
are they (I beſeech you) that are eo be 
blamed for ic ? rhoſe that defire, -or thoſe 
that: forbid - their being publick ? Apa; 
You'll-- ſay , That Religious Communion 
does excecdingly unite mens Minds atid 
AﬀeRions to one- another, and-15 + 
D e 


Why. is nat the.:Magiſtrate. afraid: of i hx 


own :Church:;; and why does -he not. for | 
bid chews Aſſemblies, as things dawgenous- w | +: 
Government ?-Yow };fays;: Becauſe: the | 5,5. 
miglf.15,a-/Paxt,.. and 16ven;the Head'el | 47; 


m-.,/As.if he were nor alſg;8 Pars of the 


1 


 Lerus therefore deal plainly..;. The Magi- 


. firate js afraid of ether "Churches, bur -na | - 
-#f | tus, own:31ibecaule he, 3s-.kind and::- | 
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«the, more: dangerous. ; Bur if this he | 


Sr aoamealeh and:the Head:of-the-whole |- 
: 3 3::ef Ot} C 4 [ont G1 08 XT 


:FQusaÞle: to; the! aney thu; ferererand cruel Prog 


-#9:#h6 Dthes. 5 Thee he.mrgars Jike 7Chil- | 41 
:Hrep,jand induiges them: even, co Wanrton- | pn; 
.mae65-;:; Thoſe ; he -aſts:; 45 Slayes:3 and.how | 7, : 


-blamelcſly ſoever hey derean themſelves, 


-Tecempenſes. them, "no, otherwiſe thad by | þ;x 
.Gallies,, Priſons, - :Confuſcarions; .. and Dearh. | * 


»Shcſ@! hier:cherifhes andi defends. :: Thoſe tr | 1cpe 


Healy edurgesand: dpprefies. :Lerihim | 


$s982:#hq_Tahles::::Or \Jer-thoſe Diſſenres | G5; © 
1<8py:but #be ſame: Priviedges in Civils & | Yhc 


iis other Subjedts,; and he will quickly find | * 
[that theſe Religious Meetings will be no|* 


Jonger dangerous. - For-if. men enter into} Þ; 
-$edirious Conſpiracics, "rivnor Religion thatÞ *Jj 


Pires: em.40 Jt 10! their :Meecings ;: but | for 


thai Sufcrings and Dpprefſions' thati:make 


:thenbwwilling t6 caſe themielves. Juſt and| '1w 
AMdadexare;: Governments: arc every [where «cs 


Si: quiet 


was 1% 
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Faiſes Ferments, , and makes Men fir 
70 caſt off an, uncaſie and tyrannical-Y.oke. 
JT know that Seditions are very frequently 
raiſed, . upon prerence. of Religion, Bur 
*tis, a5 true that, for Religion, SubjeRs are 
requeprly ill treared, and live miſerably. 
Beheve me, the Stirs, s, char are made pro- 
ceed nor, from peculiar . Temper .,:af 
is or that Church or S Religions Saciety 3 
but 'from the common Diſpoſition of all 
Mankind, who when they.groan-under any 
Ha Boe en, , endeavour ; naturally ip 
| ſh; phat th Fg Me Yake tage galls zheip. Necks 
MpporE, {s, of Religion; yore Ke 
oy there were Tone PHRCE -Dx- 


ao Js I bqwrern 7 tp 
on account DON Ir, difte ; renin 
Features fo oe 

Eg bla F Hair (for, I LBIAY 
Eyes, ſho 14 not enjoy ; 

leges. a5,other Cirrzens 3 Zi ſho 
Po Dre Ba 2A 40 uy.;.0 J >» 
or; iys;. by., their  Callings 51 8 has. {Pargns 
nk F:69 et. haldrem +-ifhgr 
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&y ſhould exeluned. traw. 


cicher. be. e 
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tion, would 'be* as dangerous to the Magi. 
firare, as any others thar had aſſociated 
"themſelves meerly upon the account of Re 
ligion. Some enter into Company for Trade 
and Profir : Orhers, for want of Buſineſ, 
Have their Clubs for Clarret : Neighbour- 
hood joyns ſomes. and: Religion' others. Bur 
there 15 one only rhing which gathers Pev- 
Þle into Seditious Commorions, and thar is 
'Oppreffion. | | 


You'I-fay 3 Whar, will you have People 


©o meet at Divine Service againſt the Ma **< 


efftrates Wilf? T- anſwer; Why, I pray, 
zgainſt his Will? I ir not both. lawful and 
De "that rhey ſhould mees? | Againſ 
this Will, do you' ſay? That's what I com- 
Plain of. Thar is the'very Roor of all the 
Miſchief, Why are Afﬀſemblies leſs ſufferable 
in a Church than in a Theater or Market? 
Thoſe thar meer there are not eicher more 
vicious, -or more turbulent, than choſe that 
meer 'elſewhere. The Bufinefs in thart is, 
that - they are ill uſed, and therefore they 
-are not to be ſuffered. Take away the Par- 
riality thar is uſed rowards them 1n matters 


of common Right 3 change the Laws3 rake| 293 

away the Penaſties unto which they are 

fubjeQed ; and all things Fl mpeany 

become ſafe and ble. Nay, thoſe 

-thatare averſe to —_— of the Ma- 
i will think themſe 


ſo much rhe 
more 
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more bound to maintam the Peace of the 
Commonwealth, as their Condition js ber- 
ter i that place than elſewhere; And all 
the ſeveral ſeparaze Congregations, like o 
many Guardians of rhe Publick Peace, will 
watch one another, that nothing may be 
ionovated or changed in the Form of- the 
Government : Becauſe they can hope for 
nothing better than what they already en- 
joy 3 that is, an equal Condition wirh their 
Fellow-Subjets, under a juſt and mode- 
rate Government, Now if that Church, 
which agrees in Religion with the Prince, 
be efteemed the chief Support of any 
Civil Government, and that for no other 
Reaſon (ss has already been ſhewn) than 
becauſe rhe Prince is kind,, and che Laws 
are favourable ro ir 3 how much grearer 
will be the Securicy of a Government, 
where all good Subjeas, of whatſoever 
Church they be, wichour any Diſtintion 
upon account of Religion, enjoying the 
ſame Favour of the Prince, and the ſame 
Benefit of the Laws, ſhall become the com- 
mon Support and Guard of it 5 and where 
none will have any occafion to fear the 
Severity of the Laws, but thoſe rhat do 
ey] juries to their Neighbours, and offend 
46 againſt the Civil Peace ? ; 


þ | 
Magi. 
Jared 
f Re 
my 
ineſz, 
bour- 


That we may draw towards a Con- 
dufion, The Sum of all we drive at is, 
D 3 Thet 
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That every Man may: enjoy the ſame "Rights 
that ave '' granted - to others. Is it pertnit- 
td to worſhip God- in the' Roman mariticr?' 
Ler it be permitred to- do it in the Ge» 
neva Form alſo. Is it permitted to ſpeak 
Zatin mm the Marker-place ? Let thoſe that 
have'a mind to it, be permitred ro do 
It alfo' in the Church. Is it lawful for'a- 
ny mait in his own Houſe, ro kneel, 
ftand, fir, or uſe any other Poſture ; and 
ro -cloarh himſelf in White of Black, in 
ſhort or in long Garments? Ler jr nor be 
made unlawful to ear Bread, drink Wine, 
or waſh with Water, im the Church.' In 
4 Word : Whatfoever things are left free 
by Law inthe common occafions of Life, 
tee them remain free unto every Churchtt 
Divitie : Worſhip - Let 'no- Mans Life, of 
Boy; or Houſey of Eftate, ſuffer any man* 


er of! Prejudice upon theſe Accounts. Car ; 


you” allow of the Prevhjterian Difcipline ? 
Why ſhould not the Epiſcopal alfo have what 
they like ? ''Ecelefiaſtical Authority, whe- 
they it be #dminiſtred by ' the Hands''of 2 
ſingle 'Peffors -'or ' mairy, is*every where 
rhe 'ſathE; xhd tether has atry Jurifdiction 
in rhiips Civil; nor any manner of Power 
of 'Comnpulfion; nor any thing ar all:ro do 
with Riches and Revenres. 


Tecdleſiaftical Afemblies, and Sermons, 


are juſtified by - daily experien 5 and 
wah publick 
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leh | plies Allowance" ThE are-allorill to 

nr Re cf ns ns Prep WHY ie 
mer | 701?) 1Many tiger" Relig 
© Ge | Meeting ſecfitjoullY',” ad” conrtary tothe: 
ſpeak Pablick Peace, It'.13 tor be (puniſhed in the 
- that | ſame manner, and no otherwiſe, than as 1f 1c 
> do | had happened ip a Fair or Marker. Theſe 
or's | Meerings ought” trot "to be” Sanftyaries for, 
neet, | Fadious and*Flagirious Fellows 3'Nop ought” 
ang | ito be 1s! 'for 'Men'r6 «rect ini! 
& in | Churches them in\Ralls-;' Nor ate ohe part” 
ot be | of rhe” Subjeas ro be eſteemgt more blame-" 
ine; þ #ble,; for rheir meeting rogerher, than others. 
' In { Every one is to be accountable for his own 
free | ARions; and no man is to be laid” under a” 
25; Suſpicton , or Odtum , for. the. Faulr” of 
hin | another; Thoſe 'that- are"Sedirions; Nur 
oe | ccrers;, ' Thieves, Robbers; "Adviceters; 
ans | 31- 4erers, gc. of ! wharfocvet Church , 
Cari 4 whether ' National ,' 'or/'nor , ought? ro be 
te 2 | puniſhed-and fupprefied., * Bur-rhoſe whoſe 
har | Dodrine is peaccable', 'and whoſe Man- 
he. | hers are pure and-blameiefs, onghr to be 
f z | upon equal Terms with their Fellow Sub- 
ere | je&s. Thus if Sojemn Afemblies, Obſer- 
jon! | vations of Feſtivals, -Pubhck Worſhip ,* be 
ver { permicred 'to any be Thrt' of: Profeſſors 3 
do. | all cheſt ings obghe td. 2e permitted tothe 
Presbyreriants, Independedts, Anabaptifts,armi- 

| nians, Nuabers,ahd' others, with the ſame libers 
's, | ty- Nay if we may openly ſpeak the Truth 
1H | and” as+ becomes "one Man to ' another; 
ck is D4 neicker 
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neither. Pagan, nor Mahumetan, nor: Few, 
ought ro-be excluded from. .the Civil Righus | 


of rþe Commonwealth, becauſe of: his Re- 
ſigon. The Goſpel. commands no ſuch 
thing. . The Church, which 

x Cor. 5.12, judges not thoſe that are with- 
L3» | out, wants it not, And the 
Commonwealth, which em- 

braces. indifferently all men that are honeſt, 
peaceable, and induſtrious, requires it nor. 
Shall we. ſuffer a Pagan to deal and trade 
with us, and ſhall, we not ſuffer him to pray 
unto, and worſhip God? If we allow the 
Zews to have private Houſes and Dwcllings 
amongſt us, Why ſhould we not allow them 
to have Synagogues ? Is their Doctrine 
more falſe, their Worſhip more abomina- 
ble, or is the Civil Peace more endangered, 
by their meeting in publick,. than in their 


chin=s Houſes * Bur if theſe things may | 


granted to. Zews and Pagans, ſurely the 
condition of any Chriſtians ought rot ro be 
worſe than theirs in a Chriſtian Common- 
wealth. 


You'll ſay, perhaps, Yes, it ought to be : 
Becauſe they are more inclinable co. Fatti- 
ons, Tumulrs, and Civil Wars. TIanſwer : 
Ts rhis the faulr of che Chriſtian Religion ? 
Tf ir be ſo, truly the Chriſtian Religion 
1s the worſt of all Religions, and ought 
neicher ro be embraced by. any _— 


AG AnnUurnrS CTTEeEND OHDESS 


| wealck, For if this be the Genius, this 
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lar Perſon, nor tolerated by any Common- 


the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, t6 


' be. turbulent, and deſtrugiye to the Civil 
+ Peace 3 that Church ir ſelf which the Ma- 


giftrate indulges will not always be. inno- 
cent, . But far be it from us to. ſay any 
fuch thing of that Religion, which carries 
the greateſt oppoſition to- Covetouſheſs , 
Ambition, Diſcord, Contention, and all 
manner of jnordinare Deſires; and. is the 
moſt modeſt and peaceable Religion that 
ever was, We muſt therefore ſeck. ano- 
ther Cauſe of thoſe, Evils that are. char- 
ged upon Religion. And if. we. confjder 
right, we ſhall it to. copfiſt' wholly 
the Subje& that I am treating of. 
not the Diverfity of Opinions , ({ which: 
cannot be avoided ) but the Refuſal of 
Toleration. to, thoſe that are of different 
ne ray C which might have been grant- 

) that has produced all the Euſtles and 
Wars that have been in the Chriſtian 
World , .upon account of Religion. The 
Heads - and Leaders of the Church, moved 
by. Avarice and inſatiable defire of Domi- 
nion, making uſe of the immoderate Amble 
tion of Magiſtrates, and the credulous Su- 
perſticion of the giddy Multitude, have in- 
cenſed and animated them againſt thoſe that 
difſenr from themſelves; by preaching unto- 
them, contrary to the Laws of the Golpel, 
| D 5 and 
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and't the Preecprs of Chatity, Thar Schif: 

mdrieks an Herericks are- to' be outed of 

theft” Ppflefolis, and deſtroyed. And thus 

Rage as /ihixe#" together, and qpmey "= 
$ th; Ire ii thethiſelyes moſt di 

Pritng The Chitrcttind the Commopwelth, 

Now as" iris yery difficulr for meti partie! 

r thethſelvevto be ftripr of the Goods, 

which Ne | ave gat by their honeſt Tndu- 

"contrary to all the'Faws'of Equi- 

of” Yon Yumane and Divine, to be delivered 

e's a- Prey,'to' othtt mens Viotente and 

apine 3} eſpe Nah we they are otHier wile 

alegehet a eleſs,* ahid'that the wr om 

Fg rd are thus. treated, does tiot' at 

a bee: rifdi&rom of the Magj- 

Arate , bur is y .to the Conſcience of 

evety particular man,' for rhe Condutt of 


Which he 1s 'acontirable ro God only 3 What 


elfe phone be expected; bur rhat'chefe 'men, 
growing weary of -the Evils utder which 
£ (55-36 (out inthe end think ir Jaw: 
fil for rhem to refift Force with Force, and 
ro 'defind their tnarural Rights (which are 
not forfeitable , upon account ' of Religion ) 
with Artis as well as they can? Thar this 
has been! hitherto che ordinary courſe of 
ohm '\is abundanely, evident m' Hiftory : 
TthAr it witl continue to be fo hereafter, 
i dur't60 apparent ih Reaſon. Tc cannot. jn- 
g&&d Ye othetwiſe, ſo long as the Principte 
of: Perſecurion for” Religion ſhall prevail, as 
it 


oO oe.” oak as co. a a6 200 mt. 3 Ac ugsfrhoos 


"4 wir conietrnih IM _ 


# has doe” hiYferco;” with. digits" tha ahd 
People; ; art fo Tohg as' Ang cf. ie oupir | 
be "the Preathers of Peact MY 
That nds SA ting gn 'Stre 
bogs cirenhieh 'þ 
hor of "War. But Ht adiftacts 


Lt e Publick Peach, 
Attd4t5 a jr aid 

been inviced by pong 
ki the Spa Fl NE: 


L400 Mar et 
Conti? *than © | 
and that by flattering the Ando, and 
favouring the, Nominion of Princes and Men 
in AutR&vity, they endeavour with all their 
might to promote that Tyranny in the Com- 
monwealth , which otherwife they ſhould 
nor be able ro «ſtabliſh in the Church ? This 
is the unhappy Agreement that we ſee be- 
eween the Church and State. Whereas if 
eack»-of chem..would .cancain ire lelf within 
its own Bounds, the one atrending to the 
worldly welfare of the Commonwealth,-che 
other ro the Salvation of Souls, it 1s impoſ- 
fible chat any Diſcord ſhould ever have hap- 
ned berween them, S2d, puder hec opprobria, 
5c, God Almighty grant, 1 beſeech him, 


tha _e Folpel of Peace ny art length be 
Preached, 


Preached, and that Civil Magiſtrates grow- 
18g more careful to conform their own Con- 
ſciences to the Law of God, and leſs ſolici- 
Tous about the binding of other mens Con- 
ſciences. by Humane Laws, may, like Fa- 
thers of. their Countrey , dirc& all their 
Counſels and Endeavours to promote unt- 
Yo, the Civil Mas of all their Chil- 
ref! 3 except only 0 as are arrogant, 
EL. ot injurious to their Bre- 
thren; and that all Eccleſiaſtical men , who 
boaſt Renſehees to be the anos of the 
Apoſt ES'z walking peaceab 4 m y 
in the Apaſiles eps, whchojs intermedling 
with Stare-Aﬀairs, may apply themſclves 
whally to promote the Satragon of Souls, 


Farewel, 


4 ww % uw © > O Dual 2D 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Phy: ic may not be amiſs to add a 
few things concerning Hereſre and Schiſm. 
A Turk is not, nor can be, either Heretick, 
or Schiſmatick ro. a Chriſtian: and if any 
man fall off from the Chriſtian Faith to Ma«+ 
bumetiſm, he does nor thereby become a 
Heretick or Schiſmatick, but an Apoſtate, 
and aninfidel, This no body doubts of. 
And by this irappears that men of different 
Religions cannot be Hereticks or Schiſma- 
ricks ro one another, 


We are to enquire therefore, what men 
are of the ſame Religion. Concerning which, 
it is manifeſt that thoſe who have one and 
the ſame Rule of Faith and Worſhip, are 
of the ſame Religion; and thoſe who have 
not the ſame Rule of Faith and Worſhip, 
are of different R:ligions. For ſince all things 
that belong unto that Religion, are contain- 
ed in that Rule, it follows neceffarily, that 
thoſe who agree in one Rule, are of one 
and the ſame Religion : and vice versd. Thus 
Turks and Chriſtians axe of different Religt- 
©ns z becauſe theſe rake the Holy Scriptures 

| ro 
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to be the Rule of their Religion, and choſe 
the Alteoran. And for the ſame reaſon, there 
may be different Retigions alfo even amongſ 
Chriſtians. The Papiſts and the Lutherans, 
though both of;'rhem p phofclHEaifh id) th i «Cf; 
andare therefore called Chriſtians, yer dfe 

; both of bit, ſame Acngion 
This Y E's 


their nip z he nak 's: a | 
tis andthe Decrees of Popes; xd of Sree 
—_ make” the -ueS,1 | of 


And! -effus the C . Fob 
my og | HE ORTiſ n3/6f: 08: 
(arent Relight g th cliife 
Theſs alto take 'Hhlly the 'Sctipteuret 5 Fre 
"Thoſe; ' 1 ' &90w Hot+ whar Fradicions;' for 
the Rule of rheir Religion. 


This: being {tet, it follows; *Firf; that 
Herdfie 5's 26018 Hide ib EEclefaRt- 
eaF Corgm _ ' betWeth Heh - of! the! finde 
RAligloh, for me: "Opinions" Hd Wiy: chin- 
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Role of Faith, Hetofic is as Spe 
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1. When the greater part, or ( by. the 
Magiſtrate% Patronage * the ſtronger pare 
bf the Chuyrh ſeparates ir felf frotn'other 

by excludirig'them'out of her Coammunio! 

becauſe they will not profefahcir Belief of 
certain Opintons Whieh'are nor tobe fourd'in 
the expreſs 'words ' of 'Scxipture.” For ir i$ 
not che pauciry of thoſe that are ſeparated, 
nor the Aurhority of the Magiſtrate, that 
can make any man guilty of Herefie. But 
he only is an Hererick 'who, divides th 
Church - into- Parts, introduces Names an 

Matks of Diſtin&ion, and volutrarily makes 
a Sepatation becaule of ſuch Opinions,” 


' 2 When any. one ſeparates himſelf from 
the Communion of a*Church, becauſe that 
Church does nor publickly profefs ſorhe 
certam Opinions: which the Holy Sctiptures 
do jibr expraſly. reach. 0; 


Both theſe ate Heterichs + becauſe they err 
in Findamentals, atid they err' obſtlinately as 
gainft Knowledge. For when they have de- 
termined the . Holy Scriptures to be the 
only Foundation'ct Faith'; they neverthe- 
lefs 'lay down certain Propofitions as fun: 
dameniral, which are not in the Scriprure 3 
and 'becaufe' others will tot ackrowledge 
theſe additional Opinions of theirs, nor 
build 'apon; them as it- they were necel-- 

ſary 
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fary and fundamental, they therefore make 
a Separation in the Church; either. by 
withdrawing themſelves from the others, 
or expelling the others from them. Nor 
does it figrufic any thing for them to ſay 
that their Confeſſions and Symboles are 
agreeable ro Scripture, and ro the Analo- 
gy of Faith. For if they be conceived in 
the expreſs words of Scripture, there can 
be no queftion about them 3. becauſe thoſe 
are acknowledged by all Chriſtians to 
be of Divine Inſpiration, and the refore 
fundamental. Bar if they ſay thar the Ar- 
ticles which rhey- require to be profeſs'd, 
are Conſequences deduced from rhe Scri- 
pture; it is undoubtedly well done of chem 
to believe and Jraren ſuch rhings as 
ſeem unto them ſo agreeable to the Rule 
of Faith; Bur it would be very ill done 


to obtrude thoſe things upon orhers, unto { 


whom they do not ſeem to be the indu- 
bitable Doarines of the Scripture. And 
| to make a Separation for ſuch things as 
theſe, which neither are nor can can be 
fundamental, is ro become Hereticks. For 
I do nor think rhere is any man arrived ro 
that degree of madneſs , as that he dare 
give out his Conſequences and Interpreta- 
tions of Scriprure as Divine Inſpirations, 
and compare the Articles of Faith rhar he 
has framed according to his own Fancy 
with the Authority of the Os I 

| ; now. 


——— 


A Letter concerning Tolaratione. $5 


know there are. ſome Propoſitions ſo <c* 
vidently agreeable .to Scripture, that no. 
body can deny them -to drawn from, 
thence 3; but abcurt thoſe therefore there 
can be no difference. This only I fay, thar 
however clearly we may think this or the. 
other Doctrine ro be deduced from Scri- 
prure, we ought not therefore to impoſe 
it upon others , as a neceſſary Article of 
Faith, becauſe we believe it to be agreea- 
ble ro the Rule of Faith ; unleſs we would 
be content alſo that ocher Doftrines ſhould 
be impoſed upon us in the ſame manner 
| and that we ſhould be compell'd to reecive 
and profe(s all che different and contradiQo- 
ry Opinions of Lutherans, Calviniſts, Remon» 
flrants, Anabaptiſts, and other Seas, which 
the Concrivers of Symbols, Syſtems and 
Confeſſions, are accuſtomed to deliver utts 
ro their Followers as genuine and neceſſs- 
| ry DeduQtions from the Holy Scripture. I 
cannor but wonder at the extravagant ar- 
rogance of rhoſe Men who think that they 
themſelves can explain rhings neceſſary to 
Salvation more clearly than the Holy Gho 

the Erernal and Infinnze Wiſdom of God. 

6 


Thus much concerning Hereſiez which 


word in common uſe is applicd only to the 
Dodrinal pare of Religion, Ler us now 
confider Schiſm, which is a Crime near a- 
kin to it. ' For both thoſe words ſeem un- 

WY to 
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to tne to'figriifie' n-groinded Sefartiion 
im Ecclefiaftical Co mutttin, made about things 
tit-nexefery” But "file Uſe; "hich is the 


Supteme Law in. matter 'of Lat age”, has' 
determined that: Hereſie relates 'ro Errors: 


im Faith, and Schiſm ro” choſe in Worſhip 
or Diſcipline, we rauft confider them under 
that DiſtinQion., | 
* Schiſm then, for the file” YD90 that 
E already. beeh alledged, is nochin _ 
bur. 7 Separatiott made” in'the Cotym 
of the Church, npbn account of Hmietting 
in Divine Worſhip, or Ecclefiaſtical Diſct- 
line, that ns my any neceſſary parr of it, 
Now no ih Worſhip or Diſcipline 
cati be neceſiry , to' Þ tian Communion, 
but. what Kors oo, or the goa 
ſts, by! _payia of the Holy. Spirit, ta 
a hde in expref words, 


* In a word: He that denies not any y thing 
that rhe Holy Scriptures reach in- expreſs 
words, oY ds, nor bong : wr Ry occa- 
10 t that 1s not .maniteſtly. con- 
rained 1 _ the Sacred Text; however he may 
be: nick-pamed by .any Se& of Chriſtians, 
and declared b by tome, or all of them ro 
be utrejly void of true Chriſtianiry, yeriti- 
deed and. in truth this. Man. cannot be ei- 
ther. a Heretick or a  Schiſmiatick, | 


| The 


— 


4 Lotter concerning Toleration, 87 


Theſe rhings bu. ip have been cuplaino# 
more largely, and: more advantageouſly 9 
bur ir is enough to have hinted ar them,. 
thus _ ro a Perſon of your parts. - 


FINIS. 


Books printed for Awnſham 
Churchil.” 


In Folio... 


Ttus Livin s Roman Hiſtory, 
Boccacio's Renowned Novek and Tales; 

Sir Paul Ricaut*s Lives of the Popes. + 
—= Tarbiſh "Hiſtory, Two Vol | 
Ruſhworth's fliſtorical'Colle &ions, 1 
Llydii Diftionarinnt,” Hiftot, Geog." Poeticum, 
Brady's Chronicle of the ol of of a 
Starutes of Ireland, »--- | 
Boſton's, Juſtice of Ireland. 

Fiſhop Reynold's Works. 

erry's Freedom of the Will, 


Nany's 


Nany's Hifjory of Venice. 
Sir Geo. Wheeler's Travels into Greece. 
City of Landens Plea to Quo Warrantse 
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MachiavePs Works. 

Milton's Paradiſe Regain'd. 

Buchanan's Hiſtory and Chronicle of the 
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Jeſuits Morals. 

Le Blank's Travels. 

Hiſtory of the Cardinals. 
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—— Keporrs Compleat. 

Croke's Reports. 
 Ambaſſador's Travels, 
Chara's Diſpenſarory. 

Theſaurus Brevium. 


In Quarto. 


Biſhop Halls Contemplations- 
Godwin's Antiquities, 


Hanbury's Dialling. 

Taylor of Gavelkind: 

Lifter's Appendix «d Hiflor. Animalium; 
Lord Hollis's Funeral Sermon, 


- Molineaux of Teleſcopes, 
Lancaſhire Witches, 
Goldsborough's Reports» 


Qj = 


the 


Valerins Maximus, Engl. 


In OZavo and Twelves. 


Dr. Gibſon's Anatomy. 86. 
Touchſtone of Preſidents. 
Hiſtory of the Houſe of Eſte. 


— _ Sermon of the -Proſpericy of the 


Gibbor's Heraldry. FO 

Dr. Whitby*s Proteſtant Reconciler. 2 parthy 
Care's UVitrum Horum, + 

Trahern's Chriſtian Erhicks. 

Partridge*s Treaſury of Phyfick. 

Dr. Patyich's Menſa Miſbica. 

Goveani Logica. 

Drilincourt of Death. 

Sir Panl Ricaut's Stare 'of the ' Ottoman 


Empire. 
Church. 


State of the Greek and Armeniay + 


The Secret Hiſtofy of Juſtinian. 

Gatlard of Education. ' 2M 
The Hiſtory of the Geyerament of Vinice; 
Thybault's Chimiſtry, a 3 

Glaſiers's Chymiſtry- -: 

Loſſiis Conciti Medicine. 

LaſſePs Voyage to Kah. 

Royal Grammar for uſe of Schools. 


Mr. Bold's Chriſt's Importunity. 


Riſhop af Cork's Sermons. 
Sitvit De Febribus. 


Buniani's 


Bunian's Sighs from Hell. 
Rules of- Cavility, 
Leſſines, of. Health. 
Rules of Health. - -. 
Guide to Heaven, Both Parts 
Livii Orationes, _  :: 1 oaths 
=, *1i Meretan's Walls. 3 23 t642:? 20 
Conſtable. oe 
Scultetus's Chirurgery, 
«- Hox's Living ap 
Philip de no Smog | 
Suetonius Engl, : tha. } 
Plato Redrutvns, 1 ' "as 4 


Books fin Printed... 
e[.)LE 20) 7 
!FHe- [A676 Rufſe!'s Caſs, wuricter oby 
the Right Honourable Henry Lord de be: Afere, 
 An'Hiſtorieal Acobunt.of making the Pe- 
. nal Laws by the Papiſts againſt the 'Protes 
ftants, and' bythe Proreftaſits; againſt che: Pa- 
pits, B = ye $a Sa, BlackeebyBiqz. 

0616 che Vrefens: King, not- 
withſtanding our Oaths--to . rhe: Former. 
Writreh by aDivine of rhe- rage of. En- 
gland. 4to. SIONS 

A modeſt Enquiry, whecher $!. Peter 
was ever at Rome, * 'ahd Biſhop of. har 
Church. - 49, 6 


The Spirit «of Nxakce X andicheoPtlicl | 


Maxims of Lewis et Yee 2the 
Warlly 4% LUI 


Dr- 
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Dr, Barnet's Travels; and ſeveral Tratts, 
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to King William and Queen Mary. #111: 

'Dr. Worthinhrow of the Reſurre&ion,: 29. 

Nr. Maſters of -Submiffion x6DFine Pro» 
ants. nt 89911 2113 1 to 3059 hbjic 

Foxes and Firebrands, g%, 4 1 ft. ae and 
4d. Parts; 191053700) 22 11% 

Wri Bold's Sertabti on coat of: th 
Brief for-T#i/h'Proteftinrs. 

- An Anſwer ito Biſhop Lab#'s (late of eh 
rhefter ) Decharation df his-dyingth belief of 
the Do&trine of Paſſive Obedience, go, © 

Sit Willzamn Yompl#s Obſerfations; on Zo 
Jand, 89, OI 
—LMifcellanis,- "8." i XX 

' Dr. CaHſwels' Ae S DI at « Wing 
Auguſt 5. 1689+ 
| Mr. Seldtr's Table-Talk. ath. 

'A Liſt of the preſent Parliament, Lords 
and Commons: z 

Preſent. Caſe ſtated aboiit' 'Aft lance to 
Ring Willttm F Queen ou, : 

Debares of the'tate Oxon and We fintnltef 
Parliaments. - 80, 
| Monſieur 


Vs, 
2m 


"A ike r Syſtem of the? Revelnion ge. 
Fac m ro Stam. vos. #4; 5 
? - berweeif 


RetleRtions in Via Hioutzodl of otieArch-| 
Beacon-from 'che rrillous and bpuncial 
InveRives againſt him. E 

.& Lerigs-to.;che Aurhor of 200 Queries 
concerning; the Revoluriop of human Souls. 
hn bridgnen of all the bead in the ewe 

nn: 8 
L Irs Treartifes x Government: -In-x je 
the'£ of Air. Fi 

and his. Parry Ar 


and overthrown, 
Entry 154 ing che true 
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Ex z and the Conran JHA 


» fathers had a (i 
Fea Lot of Ef ig Xs wich | 


&claion 50 matters of Re 


Fo 
%. 


